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C ONCERNING the firſt letter publiſhed 
by Mr. Bzw, addreſſed to Dr. Prx1cs, by 4 
lover peace and good government, it is proper 
to ſay ſomething here; the author's name not 
being prefixed; it being intended the world 
ſhould now receive them as firſt and ſecond 
parts of the ſame eſſay, towards detecting the 
manifold errors and deceptions of the obſerva» 
tions alluded to. The MonTarLY Review 
takes no notice of it as yet. The CRITIcAL 
Review for April, No. 42, page 320, gives 
this conciſe and candid account of it. The au · 
« thor of this pamphlet traces Dr. Price's pro- 
e greſs attentively through his various obſerva» 
tions, ſometimes attacking him with argu · 
„ ment, and at other times with raillery or ſar- 
e caſm, If this opponent dovs not uniformly 
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maintain the gravity of a commentator, he 
« has not ſacrificed to the levity of ridicule any 
« paſſage which was not liable to cenſure.” — 
That the people of England are never fo happy 
as when you are perſuading them, they are on 
the brink of ruin, or quite ruined, was never 
more literally verified than by the avidity with 
which Dr. Price's book has been read, praiſed, 
puffed, publiſhed,” and bought; notwithſtand- 
ing it has the leaſt intrinſick merit in it of 
any political treatiſe of the ſize that has been 
publithed theſe twenty years, It's ſole merit 
with the miſguided multitude is wild, fallacious 
neclamation, tending to inflame the populace, 
alienate the affections of the fubje s from their 
Dovereign legiſlature, to cover the nation with 
infamy and diſgrace, and to fink it actually into 
that perdition vchich it prognoſticates; the cal - 
culations they do not underſtand; yet ſo 
deeply intoxicated are they with this poiſonous 
draugbit of falſe politics, that they ſhut their 
ears, their eyes and underſtandings againſt all 
poſſibility of convidtion ! Therefore, he who 
writes for the honour and glory of Op Ex- 
LAND, to promote her permanent peace and 
Proſperity, ſtrives againſt the ſtream, againſt 
the: current of popular phrcnſy l they will not 
tend bor feat their judgment ſheuid be laid hold 
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of, and convinced of what they ought to wiſh 
above all things to be true : add, that controver- 
ſial argument in politics is dry and unentertaining, 
unlefs the ſubject be interſperſed with lively 
ſtrokes of humour, which relax the mind and 
infpire it with freſh vigour to purſue the ſub. 
ject. For theſe reaſons I have, in both theſe let 
ters, thrown in a few harmleſs ſtrokes of raillery 
or farcaſm, but generally on paſſages that, more 
properly, excite ridicule or-provoke fatyr, than 
ſerious argumentation. The author hopes he 
will not be charged with bringing a railing 
accuſation againſt the Doctor, without juſt 
cauſe, having quoted, in the firſt letter 16, 
culpable paſſages, and in this epiſtle above 64 
more, making in all 80: Nor can the author 
charge himſelf with one inſtance of mangling, 
mutilating or ſhortening the periods alluded to, 
or twiſting them by forced unnatural meanings. 
could now write another volume upon a 
number of other blunders of the Doctor not 
yet mentioned. There can, then, be no pof- 
ſible room for complaint. After all, Doc ron 
Rock's number of patients muſt be Doc ro 
Parcz's number of readers, ninety- five out of 
à hundred; the remaining five only will be leſt 
to me. To theſe rational few, I appeal for 
judgment, whether I have not fairly executed 
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what my title page promiſes : ? and whether f 
have not clearly proved, that the Doctor has 
written far below the ſtandard as a politician, 
a ſound divine, a loyal ſubject, or a man of 
good ſenſe And whether I have not ſucceſs- 


fully turned his calculations againſt himſelf and 


his cauſe A melancholy proof that learning, 


talents, and even piety itſelf, may be biaſſed by 


party rage, and be the means of prejudicing 
millions, and miſleading them from ira, juf- 
tice, and found policy: # 


| The * hopes he has not ſhewn any 
undue warmth or acrimony, in either of the 
eſſays; but in a cauſe wherein the dignity, the 
honour, the peace and proſperity of his coun- 
try, and the ConsTITUT10N itſelf are all en- 
gaged, 2 little too much zeal cannot be deemed 
a crime, but an exceſs of virtue verging to a 
pardonable fault.---The author would gladly 
bave concealed his name, and permitted his 
lucubrations to have gone fugitive into the 
world, as appears by the firſt letter; but find: 
ing the Doctor, in his prefaces and notes, 
pluming himſelf on the number of his anſwerers 
deing nameleſs, ſweeps them all down with a 
daſh of his peg, with as much eaſe ang indif- 


| ference, as his chamber-maid would ſweep down 


the 
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the cobwebs in an unfrequented room. To ob- 
viate this and other difficulties in publiſhing, 
he thus reluctantly, with great reſpect and defer- 
ence to the candid public, ſubſcribes hig 


name. 


JAMES STEWART, 
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Page 18, line 1, for “ Superintend,” read “ Superintends.” 
line 22, p. 5, from the bottom, for punich faith, “ read 
punick.” p. 24, line 18, for them, read then.” p. 24, line 
11, for « quere,” read ' queer,” line 14, after © Reader,” 
inſert © to.” p. 40, laſt line, for Could we,” read «© We 
could.” p. 43, line 10, for © uxurious,” read « luxurious.“ 
p- 47, line 17, for „ 219,171.” read “ 219, 117.“ p. 57s 
line 3, from the bottom, for “ there, read “ their.“ p. 60, 
line 15, for © pregnant, read © regnant.” p. 63, line 2 and 
3, from the bottom, for * right governing,” read 4 right of 
governing.” p. 62, a quotation from ſcripture, is marked 
with commas, by miſtake. p. 64, line 3, from the bottom, 
for © the,” read this.“ 
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A Lover of Petic and good Government. 


Audi alteram partem! -- 


— EVERE ND STR, 
Voun two ſhilling pamphlet having been 

1 reduced to a three-penny ſize (whether by 
your own order, or by that very officious fra- 
ternity the printers of Grub. ſtreet, I cannot 
tell); I was at a loſs. to determine which of 
theſe editions I am to-crave reference. to in 
my future animadverſions on your famous ob- 
ſervations. If the price is of your own reduc- 
tion, ſome prophane freethinkers will ſneeringly 
aſk, Where was your conſcience to take two 
ſhillings for a book that you could afford for 
three-pence ? other more arch critics may ob- 
B ſerve, 


F 
ſerve, this is only prophetic or typical of that 
dreadful fall your book may ſuffer in the eſti - 
mation of the public! Whenever men come to 
think rationally, without heat, prejudice and paſ- 
ſion, your pompous edition of two ſhillings will 
be hardly worth three-pence of any man's mo- 
ney! Be that how it may, I have conſidered 
that the Lillyputian volume is likely to circulate 
through moſt hands, conſequently injure the 
heads of moſt ſimple, unwary, and injudicious 
readers ; therefore it is the propereſt for me to 
trace you further in. 


My firſt letter, page 30, left quoting your 
firſt edition, page 41, which coincides with 
page 24 of your minor book. The remiainder 
of my letter goes to expoſe the general ſcope 
and pernicious tendency of your obſervations 
and principles. I ſhall therefore begin with your 
25th page, where you ſay, 8 The queſtion now 
te between us and the colonies is, Whether i in 
e reſpect of taxation and internal legiſlation they 
are bound to be ſubject to the juriſdiction of 
« this kingdom! ?” This queſtion is fairly dif. 
cuſſed in my former letter, page 36, 7, 8, q, 
and 40; but, to keep the ſubject in the dark, 
you give it a jeſuitical turn © in other words” 
thug “ Whether the —— * nien has or 

bas 
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« has not of right, a power to diſpoſe of their 
« property, and to model, as it pleaſes, their 
„governments?“ — 1 ſay, point blank, it has 
not; and thus I get rid of two pages of your 
book at once, if they did not contain much 
further ground of reprehenſion! ſuch a right 
does not, cannot, exiſt in any government or le- 
giſlature whatſoever over its on immediate 
ſubjects, much leſs remote, doubtful provinces. 
Your queſtion enſnaringly comprehends the moſt 
tyrannical unlimited power that any deſpot or 
ariſtocracy could lay claim to! it has, there- 
fore, no place in the Britiſh conſtitution at home 
or abroad. Our nature abhors all ſuch flaviſh 
ſubmiſſion and paſſive obedience to all powers, 
indiſcriminately, under all forms whatſoever ; - 
yet where there is not a right, there may be a 
power to rule thus arbitrary ; as is the caſe in 
many countries and kingdoms leſs happy than 
our own; but I cannot refrain from' telling 
you where this monſtrous power exiſts, at pre- 
ſent, in the ſuperlative degree !—In the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſet's Bay ! from thence the 
fell monſter has ſtalked with gigantick ſtrides 
along the northern continent of America — 
There mobocratick majeſty has uſurped a power 
unknown to European and Aſiatick deſpots !— 
A GENERAL ConcREss, Provincial Cox- 
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ekzsszs, Committees of Safety, Committees ef 
Commerce, and Sub-committees of ſelect Men, all 
are law-makers and law-breakers; all make 


laws, and all execute theſe laws of their own 


making; there they unbluſhingly aſſume a 
power to diſpoſe of other mens property, li- 
betty and lives as they pleaſe ! the moſt wanton 
exerciſe of power in the embezzlement of pro- 
perty, and the moſt ſavage barbarity on the 
perſons of unoffending fellow - fubjects, is unre- 
mittingly exerciſed there! 'dreadful reverſe of 


that happy tranquillity they lately enjoyed un- 


der the gentle ſway of the Britiſh ſceptre A 
you aſk, Whether theſe people have à right to 
do all this? I anſwer, without hefitation—Cer- 
tainly not. But, aſk, Whether they they have 
4 power to do it? I anſwer with equal facility, 


eerxtainly yes, for they do it! In your future 


lucubrations J hope you will advert to this ne- 
eeſſary diſtinction, between the right and the 
power of doing any thing, either in ene 
companies, or ſupreme legiſlatures. 


There is another cloud you throw over your 
original queſtion, viz. © internal legiſlation,“ 
What can you mean by this 2: If any govern- 
ment claims a right of legiſlation, over any 
community; it mult be whole and entire or 
| nothing 


181 | 
nothing at all! Or how will you draw the line 
between internal . and external legiſlation? 
Where muſt the one begin and the other end? 
Muſt an Engliſnman, going to America conti- 
nue an Engliſh ſubje& while on the high ſeas, 
and ceaſe to be under the protection of Britiſh 
laws and law- makers, the moment he ſets foot 
in America? Or perhaps as ſoon as he is with- 
in ſight of the new world ? Dear Sir, ſolve 
theſe doubts and difficulties, or you will find 
you have been only beating the air! It would 
ſeem, explicit terms and candid reaſoning from 
clear principles, was no part of your plan, or 
you would not have delivered your ſentiments 
in ſuch a crude and indigeſted manner! | 


Having detected the enſnaring terms, in 
which your grand queſtion is {tated 3 I will now 
take the liberty to ſtate the ſame in a more fam- 
ple, therefore more intelligible manner, thus; 
Whether the Britiſh parliament has or bas nat 4 
fupreme juriſdictian or legiſlative authority over the 
colonies Here I make no diſtinction between 
internal and external legiſlation, becauſe I really 
think there is and can be none; take all the 
advantage you can, of the ample field I have 
given you to attack me, for I frankly take the 
alternative to maintain, that the .Britiſh-legiſla- 
1 true 
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ture is ſupreme over the colonies in every thing 
or in nothing, that is in every a& becoming a 
free government and an auguſt legiſlature, — 
To fay that our parliament has an external jurif- 
diction or legiſlative power over them, but not 
internal and univerſal, is reducing our title to 
the plantitions, exactly to that ſhadow of an 
empty title we retain over France to this day, 
without one fingle act of juriſdiction to ſupport 
it, but the mock proceſſion of the Dukes of 
Normandy and Aquitain ! Juſt ſo much will our 
power over the colonies amount to, if we give 
up internal legiſlation, which is, in fact, the 
whole. HOF 4d | Wall . | 


I have been more prolix on this principal queſ- 
tion, in order to ſtudy brevity on many leſſer 
queſtions depending on it.—“ To this ſupre- 
„ macy over them we ſay we are entitled; and, 
in order to maintain it, we have begun 
che preſent war,“ to Which I anſwer; to 
the ſupremacy above deſcribed over them, our 
legiſlature is moſt certainly entitled; and to 
ſhake off that ſupremacy, they (not we) have 
commenced the preſent war. Hitherto Great 
Britain has acted upon the defenſive, much too 
long for the dignity of government, and the 
peace of the Britiſh Empire. 


« Let 
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« Let us enquire, - iſt, Whether, if we 
have now this ſupremacy, we ſhall not be 
«equally entitled to it in any future time?“ 
Certainly, as long as time ſhall laſt, provided 
the ſyſtem of government continues its commu- 
nication of mild, equal, and wholeſome. laws, 
liberties, and privileges, to thoſe remote ſub- 
jects, and protects them, as heretofore, againſt 
all open enemies and internal diſturbers.— Vour 
pompous account of their growth and predicted 
increaſe of numbers and wealth, are the moſt 
unanſwerable arguments for GAEAT BRITA Ix, 
exerciſing, in time, in a mild and gentle manner, 
its undoubted power of legiſlation, which in- 
cludes moderate taxation; and the queſtion 
with me is, whether this wiſe precaution has 
not been too long delayed by fifty years. 
Had government, previous to entering into two 
bloody and expenſive wars, on their account, 
impoſed upon them, taxes in common with us, 
to ſupport the wars, they would have felt, with 
us, the increaſing weight and burthen, conſe- 
quently would have been more careful of pre- 
cipitating us and themſelves into fo many de- 
ſtructive meaſures on their account. But, 
while we paid all, and they reaped all the fruits, 
they went on quarrelling with French, Spaniards 
and Indians, and we revenging all their quar- 
rels, and enriching them at our expence It 

| was 


. 
was, therefore, a wiſe, a prudent and a juſt 
meaſure of the late Gol GrREenvILLE, to lay 
them under contribution, towards the ſupport of 
the general fabrick of the mueh extended em- 
pire; that all the parts, which received pro- 
tection and benefit, from the centre might return 
their graakal quota of ſupport and relource. K 


1 in that period will they be Riu bound to 

« acknowledge that ſupremacy over them, which 
e now claim ? Can there be any perſon who 
« will aſſert this, or whoſe mind does not re- 
< yolt. at the idea of a vaſt continent, holding 
< all that is valuable to it, at the diſcretion of 
< a handful of people on the other ſide the At- 
& lantick ? — Sir! the air with which you aſk 
theſe queltions, and the ambiguity you throw 
into them, make all the difficulty of anſwering 
them. Can there be any perſon who can doubt, 
that it will be the intereſt, as well as the duty, 
of a vaſt continent, to continue holding all that 
is valuable to it, at the diſeretion of a handful 
of people on the other ſide of the Atlantick, by 
whole diſcretion. kindneſs and generoſity . they 
« are now but little ſhort, of half our number, 
* to which number they have grown from a 
* imall body of original ſettlers, by a very rapid 
* increaſe, (and) the probability is that they 
<< will go on, to encreale, and that in 50 or 60 
| e years 
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years they will be double our number; and 
« form a mighty empire conſiſting of a variety 
of ſtates all equal or ſuperior to ourſelves, in 
all the arts and accompliſhments which give 
« dignity and happineſs to human life?“ —You 
ſee your queſtion turned the right way and 
ſtripped of its glare, makes directly againſt you! 
I will put one queſtion to you; Suppoſe all theſe 
great benefits, emoluments, increaſe in wealth 
and population, all theſe bleſſings and accom- 
pliſhments, had been fo rapidly obtained under 
the tuition, protection and government, of the 
grand maſter and knights of the rock MALTA: 
Do you think it would not have been the 
blackeſt ingratitude as well as the height of im- 
prudence and impolicy, amounting to madneſs, 
for the people thus thriving, proſpering and 
growing great, to withdraw themſelves from 
that power (however inſignificant it might ſeem) 
which had afforded all theſe great and growing 
benefits? Human nature revolts at the diſtant 
idea, and you muſt here confeſs yourſelf in the 
wrong This propoſition diſarms you of all that 
parade, you have made about our pride, our 
vanity and ſelf. importance, in the preſent con- 
teſt, Here we view, as in a ſpeculum, things in 
the ſame light, as all aſtoniſhed Europe ſees our 
preſent (to them) unaccountable rebellious diſ- 
pute. Thus I have “ drawa the line” for you. 

| C Page 
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Page 26, you exult wantongly in expoſing 
your mather's nakeduels, in order, Nx RO like, 


to deſtroy her, you ſneeringly ſuppoſe her what 


ſhe ought to be, and I hope ſhe ſtill is, in a 
degree above all other nations at preſent on the 
globe, with all her ſpecks and ſpots.— Lou ſay 
the time may come when all will be re- 
« verſed,” which woful period, you, in other 


places, endeayour to prove already come. You 


have taken abundance of pains to prove us 
+ preſſed with debts and taxes“ more than we 
can bear, and will ever be able to pay, over- 
powered by the influence of the crown, and 
our © general elections nothing but a general 
auction of burroughs, thanks to your Ame- 
rican friends for the intolerable preſſure of 
debts and taxes, and to the ſeveral WIS Ap- 
MINISTRATIONS of the late reign, (your Au- 
GUsTAN AGE) for the plentiful ſeeds of vena- 
lity and foul corruption, ſown in the very vi- 
tals of our conſtitution, which have yielded 
ſach a rank erop of corruption, a legion of ve- 
nal dependent ſycophants, always ready to con- 
firm any meaſures; grown to ſuch an enormous 
height, that it muſt be the work of this and 
two or three ſucceſſive reigns, to eradicate 
the poĩſonous production Some progreſs is, 
already, happily made, by the ſteady execution 

2 . 5 v4 4 8 1 1 44 "of 


# 


11 4 

of the Grewvitie Act! Vet, if I miſtake 
not, ſome of our new converted patriots haye 
endeavoured to cenſure a- judge for his inflexi- 
ble diſtribution of juſtice in a caſe of notorious 
auction of a borough ;” as if a man's feat in 
parliament, however obtained, gave him a right 
to undermine the very foundation of our con- 
ſtitution with impunity; a legiſlator, to ſup- 
port his A muſt be lawleſs ! 


" Can you give the colonies any ſecurity, 
« that ſuch a period will never come ?'—Who- 
ever heard of the ſupreme head of any empire 


or kingdom, giving its inferior remote members, 


ſecurity for its future good behaviour ? What 
ſecurity do you want? Shall GREAT Ba1TaiN 
ſend hoſtages to their High Mightinefles as the 
twelve united CoLonits ? What ſecurity will 
the colomies give that they will not Bouage 


them? 


& Once more lf we have, indeed, that 
* power which we claim over the legiſlations 
and internal rights of the colonies, may we 
not, whenever we pleaſe, ſubject them to 
<« the arbitrary power of the crown?“ The 
very thing, that you and they are contending 
for, and we are endeavouring to ſave them from! 


Emancipating them from the ſuppoſed juriſ- 
C 2 diction 
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diction of parliament, leaves them entirely the 
property of the crown, the patrimony of the 
reigning prince; the laſt thing we ever could 
do, in our ſenſes, for our own ſakes, leaving 
their welfare out of the queſtion ! 


Your complaint about CanaDa, page 27, 


comes extremely unfeaſonable, while you are 


diſputing the whole power of the legiſlature, 
to model tranſatlantick government, or inter- 
fere in religious matters at all; and it is further 
ſaid on the other ſide, that this is done in com- 
pliance with the temper, diſpoſition, wiſhes, 
and 12 8 5 n of that people. 


Section 2, page 28, again you fly to char- 
ters which are en difmiſſed. You fay, 
e they have chartered governments of their 


„„ own, with which they are pleaſed.” The 


reverſe of this is true; for, in their very firſt 
oppoſition to our parliament, they have altered 
the whole mode of their chartered government; 
beſides, who gave them theſe charters, con- 
taining their own governments? the kings of 
England, who were themſelves ſubje& to the 
controul of parliament ; who were, themſelves, 
only component parts of parliament! can a 


part contain the whole, or could one branch of 


the 
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the legiſlature (himſelf ſubje& to the whole ;) 
give to whole communities, that which he had 
not himſelf, a freedom from the juriſdiction of 
the whole legiſlature ?—What unpardonable ab- 
furdities you run into, in your quixotick de- 
fence of rebellious coloniſts ! I'think” the beſt 
way you can get off from this intricate maze of 
wild politicks, is, to retract your errors, confeſs 
yourtelf miſtaken, and for ever relinquiſh thi 
cauſe of -ſedition and rebellion ! + 7 


Page 29, the fundamental principle of our 
“ government is the right of a people to give 
« and grant their own money,” this is | evi- 
dently falſe. The three branches of the legiſla- 
ture, give and grant their own and the people's 
money, both of thoſe that are repreſented, and 
thoſe that are not repreſented ; now, that a 
yery infigrificant part of the people 1s repre- 
ſented in our houſe of commons, the arch pa- 
triot, under whoſe banner you have enliſted, has 
publickly declared in a ſpeech, which has been 
very much celebrated lately; but-if-all the men 
and all the women in England, had voices in 
the election of members; ſtill the people do 
not give the money, but their repreſentatives ; 
and theſe repreſentatives, even if all aſſembled 
together, have but one voice out of three, in 


giving 
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giving the money. Without the concurrence of 


L 1] 


the other two, they cannot give any thing. 


« It is of-no- conſequence, in this cafe whe- 


& ther we enjoy this right in a proper manner, 
e or not,” ſame page—What if I ſay the en- 
joyment of a ſubſtantial right in a proper man- 


ner is every thing. What difference does it 


« make, that in the time of King Charles the 
« finſt the attempt to take away this right was 
«© made by one man, but that, in the eaſe of 
& America it is made by a body of men?” 
the difference between the whole legiſlature, 
and a third part only -A fingle branch at- 
tempting to annihilate the other two, conſe- 
quently to overturn the roliſttution ! ? al this 
ne no difference? 


«Ina ward this is a war undertaken, not 
e only againſt the principle of our own conſti- 
“ tution, but on purpoſe 'to' deſtroy other 
« ſimilar conſtitutions in America; and to 
« ſubſtitute in their room, a military force. In 
anſwer I ſay with truth, this is a war under- 
taken in defence of our conſtitution, to ſupport 
the ſupreme legiſlative power, over every part 
of the Britiſh domininions, protect the ſubor- 
dinate legiſlatures, and reſtore theſe ſimilar 

| 88 and 
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and ſubordinate conſtitutions to their former 
authority, which is now annihilated, or at leaſt 
ſuperſeded, for want of à ſufficient military 


force in time to chaſtife malecontents and in- 


ſurgents. This charge is therefore a groſs and 
flagrant violation of the truth! Pardon! Dear 


Doctor! Pardon! 


This laſt paragraph goes fully to anſwer your 
third ſection page 30.— The only object of this 
war is (not as you ſay) © the extenſion of do- 
« minion;“ but the preſervation. of our un- 
doubted property, and the protection of the 
peaceable inhabitants from their rebellious 
neighbours; conſequently © the motive is (not) 
« a luſt of power,” but a love of juſtice, and 
a due regard for our own. rank and dignity. 
among the moſt reſpectable nations! it our 
flaming patriots could clamour for aſſerting our 
right to a new diſcovered inſignificant rock of 
very doubtful title, at the expence of à war 
with the whole houſe of Bourbon combined: 
with what face can they clamour againſt govern- 
ment, for not tamely giving up a vaſt continent 
and its numerous inhabitants, our undeniable 
right, to a few hardy ringleaders of an unna- 
tural rebellion ? What miniſter in European 
courts, would ſeruple ſpitting in our ambaſſa- 


dor's 
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dor's face, after ſuch indelible diſgrace thrown 
upon our national character ?—Surely you 
never ſtudied politicks before, or you could 
not avoid ſeeing the numerous train of national 
| loſſes, and diſgraces that muſt inevitably follow 
1 ſuch mean cowardly puſillanimous conduct! 


4 — — * » - . 
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So far from © GOVERNING Too Much“ our 
fault has manifeſtly conſiſted in 6ovERNING 
ToO LITTLE ! the reins of government have 
been relaxed, to a very culpable degree : theſe 
daring coloniſts, ſeeing MaJEsTY inſulted and 
GOVERNMENT defied at home, by the moſt 
worthleſs of men, have been encouraged and 
hardened in their ſchemes of rebellion procul 2 
Fovs; and at this day the valuable part of his 
majeſty's loyal fubjects in that part of the world 
are enduring unparrallelled hardſhips and af. 
flictions for want of wholcſome correction timely | 
inflicted on a len mob. | 
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it In page 31, you throw the whole blame of 
1 f all theſe calamities and diſturbances upon us; 


1 | you do not inſinuate the leaſt peccadillo in the 
1 immaculate ſaints of Boſton; ſo, here it ſeems, 
li no faults on both ſides, but one fide only. You 
* fay © the conſequences of a different manage - 
( | | <« ment we are now feeling. We ſee ourſelves 
| 4 driven among rocks, and in danger of being 


loſt 


For l e 1 —— 
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& loſt,” And pray doctor? have not the Ame- | 
ricans their feelings as well as we? I cannot. 


think the danger ſo near us, as it is to them by 
three thouſand miles; nor do I think there is 
any appearance of rocks, except it be ſunken 
rocks, the traitors at home who promote and 
foment the rebellion.—“ 1ſt, There is a love 
of power inherent in human nature, and it 
* cannot be uncharitable to ſuppoſe, that the 
„ nation in general, and the cabinet in parti- 
« cular, are too likely to be influenced by it.“ 
Ihidem you relieve my ſpirits a little, by calling 
in meek-eyed CHARITY, to the aſſiſtance of 
' POOR OLD ENGLAND; I hope it will not only 
cover, but remove whole mountains of thoſe 
fins and impieties you have been heaping up 
againſt her!/—-But inter nos Are the clergy 
quite free from this love of power? What can 
« be more flattering, than to look acroſs the 
Atlantic (they muſt have more than ſecond 
* ſight) and fee in the boundleſs continent of 
„America increaſing MILLIONS, whom we 
have a right to order as we pleaſe, who hold 
their property at ow7 diſpoſal, and have no 
„ other law than our will.“ - Oh doctor 
doctor! did you believe yourſelf, or was you 
ſerious when you wrote this? You know their 
property never was at our diſpoſal, or thought ſo 
to be, as a people; but ſubject only to the juriſ- 
3 diction 


PM 


diftion of that power which ſuperintends and 
governs all the property of GGEAT BRITAIN 
nor any other wiLL impoſed on them as a Law, 
but the Law of our LAND, equally binding on 
vs and THEM, equally ſecuring THEIR pro- 
perty, with that of BRIroxs, and defending 
their lives and liberties on the ſame liberal, be- 
nevolent, and equitable, principle, with our own, 


We uſe them very cruelly to be ſure, to com- 


municate to them at ſuch diſtance, all the rights 
and privileges, and ſafety we enjoy, and that 
at one hundreth part of the expence WE bear 


in the ſupport of government 


9 


I heartily & wiſh all in the kingdom would 


examine themſelves on this point.“ p. 32, 
none need more a courſe of ſelf examination 


than your admirers, who are ſo bigotted ta 
their prejudices, and your labours to counte- 
nance them, that they will not read any of the 
anſwers to your obſervations, becauſe thzy fay, 
they are ſure they are unanſwerable, andſo they 
will not make the experiment, like good ca- 
tholicks, who will not look into heretical books, 
leaſt they ſhould be perverted: from the truc 
faith !—Now your book is ſo far from being 
unanſwerable, that I never faw a political tract 
fo replete with abſurdities, many of which J 


omit for the ag of brevity.—-Page 32, your 


com- 


L 19: 
compariſon of the curſed © ambition of CxsAR 
e and ALEXANDER, and other mad conque- 
e rors attacking peaceful communities ;*”. with 
our LEGISLATURE vindicating Its undoubted 
juriſdiction over a country it has been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of above a hundred years, is a com- 
parifon bordering upon madneſs !—How can 


you reproach our nation with © the infernal 
+ principles, blind refentment, and the deſire 


of revenge” —You fay, p. 33, What have 


© they done? Have they croffed the ocean and 


« invaded us?“ — We are much obliged to 
you and to them! was it their want of will or 
want of opportunity and ability ? Have they not 
abundantly ſhewed their goodwill, by their law- 
leſs mvaſion of the unoffending Canadians, 
merely becauſe they preſerved their allegiance 
inviolate to their new ſovereign, and would 


not join them in their unnatural rebellion ?—. 


Have they not combined to ſtarve our Weſt 
India iſlands? Have they attempted to 
e take from us the fruits of our labour, and 
to overturn the form of government, which 
* we hold ſo ſacred ?---Certainly they have 
done and are doing both at this inſtant; theſe 
are the very objects of the rebellion. It is 4 
rebẽllion riot barely againſt the perſon of the 
KEIGNING PRINCE, or the right of sUccrss10N; 
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but pointed direQly, 5 determinately againſt 
the coxsTITUTION itſelf. 


% Would we but let them alone, and ſuffer 
t them to enjoy in ſecurity their property and go- 
« vernments, inſtead of diſturinng us, they 
& would thank and bleſs us.“ —O! the devil 
take their thanks: and as to their bleſſings, they 
would be, as the beggar, told the biſhop, not 
worth a farthing, or they would never. give 
them to us !—But even this would not do, 
Doctor! in order to keep friends with them, 
we muſt be enemies to all the world beſides; 
we muſt be their bullies to fight their battles, 
and revenge every quarrel they pleafe to brew 
up with friends and foes and notwithſtand- 
ing your calculations, they would expect us to 
keep another HUNDRED MILLIONS, ready to 
ſquander away in ſupporting and protecting 
their contraband trade and depredations upon 
Spaniards, French and Indians, or any others 
« And yet it is wE who imagine ourſelves ill 
& uſed.” Indeed Doctor we are not very well 
uſed, either by the Americans or their abettors, 
the one wanting to rob us of our juſt right, 
the other to rob us of our ſenſes and under- 
ſtandings, and to hold us up to the ridicule of 
the whole world! | 


28 * 


Page 


1 
Page 34, Ho kind is it thus to take upon 
« us the trouble of judging for them, what is 
„ moſt for their happineſs ? Nothing can be 
* kinder ; except the reſolution we have formed 
«to exterminate them, if they will not ſubmit 
to our judgment. What ſtrange language 
« have I ſometimes heard?“ 


Did you ever hear ſtranger language than 
this ?—Who has reſolved to exterminate the 
coloniſts ? Not government to be ſure! their flow 
and torpid movements clearly. exculpate them 
from this charge: till now, they have not taken 
proper meaſures: to chaſtiſe the heads of rebel -· 
lion; much leſs deſtroy friends and foes pro- 
miſcuouſly ; not the people at large, for they 
lament the diſcord, and wiſh for a reconciliation ! 


even we who write againſt their crimes, wiſh 
the Americans more grace and leſs canting hy- 
pocrify ; that they knew the things which be- 
long to their peace, before it be too late, that 
they might conſult their belt intereſts by re- 
turnt to their duty! 


— 
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Luxury and together with it, their depen- 


* dance upon us, and our influence in their 

« aſſemblies would have encreaſed, till in time, 

6 * perhaps, they hoe have oe as corrupt 
5 

as 


L 22 J 
«2s ourſelves; and we might have ſucceeded 


& to our wiſhes, in nn our authority 
% oyer them.” 
O doctor doctor! does not this favour 
fomething of the policy which BALAAM taught 
BaLax to enſnare the children of Ifrael in vice, 
immorality, and eſſiminacy ?—lIt ſeems then 
our goyernors are their reformers ! Ours is to 
be the loſs, theirs the gain ! WY 
They have always, while at peace with us, 
* diſclaimed any ſuch deſign, and they have 
« continued to diſclaim it, ſince they have 
* been at war with us. I have reaſon, in- 
« deed, to believe, that independency, is, even 
6 at this moment, generally. dreaded among 
them as a calamity, to which they are in 
00 danger of being driven, in order to avoid a 
6 greater.— Actions ſpeak much louder than 
words; and their actions in war proclaim the 

validty of their declarations in peace and war! 
Pux ick FaiTH and GALLICk FariTa ſeem 


now to be concentred in | Mas$SACHUSETS 
Faira! | 


Page 36, © In the fixth of George the Ha, 
an act was paſſed for impoſing certain duties 
22 
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on all foreign ſpirits, molaſſes, and ſugars 
« imported into the plantatione. In this act, 
« the duties impoſed are ſaid to be Ex and 
60 GRANTED. by the parliament to the king; 
e and this is the firſt American act in which 
* theſe words have been uſed.” Here is a full 
and formal refutation of all you . have ſaid in 
your book! O thou wicked ſervant! Out of 
thy own mouth ſhalt thou be judged ! A Britiſh 
parliament wherein the Americans were not re- 
repreſented, has given and granted the Ameri» 
cans money without their | conſent; without 
conſulting their auguſt legiſlatures. about it; 
and this at a time when they were infinitely leſs 
beholding to us than they are now Why did 
they not refuſe paying that tax? Why did 
they not petition, remonſtrate, riot and rebel 
them, as well as now ?-- Would: to God they 
had! Three and forty years ago we had not 
waged two bloody expenſive wars in their de- 
- fence, which, by their reſiſtance then, would 
have been prevented, and your calculating abi 
lities would not have dazzled mankind with the 
numeration of ſo many millions of debt in- 
curred on their account, the laſt quarter from 


whence we ſhould have been upbraided on tha 


melancholy ſcore !---But the truth is, they did 


not doubt of the competent authority of tha 
ſupreme 
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fupreme legiſlature to tax them. It was reſerved 
for the MAD PATRIOTS of our day, to teach 
the Americans ſedition, diſobedience, and re- 
bellion, againſt a peaceful prince, and a long 
ſuffering parliament. But what is the pretence 
of their rebellion? A breach upon their legif- 
latures, their liberty, their property, and all 
that is dear to them? No ſuch thing! the pre- 
ſent monarch has only followed the example 
fet by his grandfather, whoſe reign you and 
they fo much celebrate !---What a quem apo- 
logy you make for their acquieſcence in that 
meaſure which, for brevity, I refer the 
reader. It ſeems the colonies, who in the late 


reign tamely ſubmitted to the original act, the 


ground work of all their future malverſations, 
took fire at © many alterations that were made 
« in this act in the fourth of the preſent reign.” 
From this a. ſtranger would imagine the Ameri- 


vans confidered this revenue act of George 


the IId, as their Macxa CHarTA the palla- 
dium of their liberty, and therefore could bear 
no alteration in it. Yet even this © power of 
* taxing them EXTERNALLY” you ſeem to 
think they would not have been much diſpoſed 
to conteſt ; „but, before they had time to 
« cool, a worſe provocation was given them, , 
« and 1 STAMP Ac r was paſſed. This being 
f an 
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&« an attempt to tax them INTERNALLY, &c. 
ce they were thrown, at once, from one end of 
& the Continent to the other, into reſiſtance 
<« and rage.” —Really I cannot ſee any material 
difference between theſe two taxes, ſo as to call 
the one internal, and the other external. The 
duty muſt be paid on both, by the ſhopkeepers, 
before they could. come. into the hands of the 
conſumers. If you go to the grocer's ſhop for 
a pound of ſugar he ſells it you at an advanced 
price, becauſe a new duty has taken place for 
the ſupport of government. If you go to the 
ſtationer's for a ſheet of paper, or ſkin of parch- 
ment, to write an indenture upon, Ht ſells you 
a proper ſtamp at ſuch a price, becauſe govern- 
ment has laid a duty upon it—Where is the 
difference? The hardſhip and oppreſſion lies on 
the fide of the ſugar, &c. That pinches. the 
belly, and may be juſtly called INTERNAL TAX» 
ATION with a vengeance; whereas the ſtamp 
tax is only on external property. Beſides, the 
ſtamp occurs but ſeldom to any; to ſome, never. 
The other falls on all families continually. The 
ſtamp falls chiefly on the rich; the ſugar duty 
on rich and poor. Of all the taxes that could 


be deviſed to be laid on America, nothing could 


be lighter for them to bear, eaſier collected, 
and fairer accounted for. The term internal 


taxation was invented to evade all taxation 
E whatſoever, 


1 6 } 


whatſoever, covertly at the firſt—They now 


avow it, and deny our legiſlatyre's power of 
taxation; and have at laſt come to what I all 


along chougbt they meant: They now deny 
the parliamentary power of L8G ISLATIoN and 
TAXATION,” i in which they are right: If they 
can limit the power of parliament in the mode 
of taxation, they can certainly throw their laws 
to the moles and the bats—LEG1SLATION and 


TAXATION muſt ſtand and fall together There 


”# 4 £4 


letter.” 


<<, Page 375 Government dreading the conſe- 

« quence, gave way, and the parliament (up- 
on a change of miniſtry): repealed the Stamp 
Act, without requiring from them any re- 
$6: cognition of its authority, or, Nc. For 
once, it muſt be confeſſed, you have hit the 
matter! Government ſhewing timidity even 
to a panick, raiſed the malecontents to a de- 
gree of importance they could. not otherwiſe. 
have dreamt of !---Fimidity in government is 
but one ſtep ſhort of diſſolution, as viſible. 
terror. in the countenance of a general, is but a: 
hairs · breadth from a defeat. Fluſhed with ſuc- 
ceſs, and animated with ſelf. importance, the 
malecontents, from ſubjects, became rulers, 


from dependents, became dictators; and the 
more 


more they. were gratified, the more they 
wanted! The Sraur AcT would have exe- 
cuted itſelf, if government had taken no no- 
tice of the ſnarling curs who barked, but could 
not bite! The attention paid to groundleſs 
murmurings- has done all the miſchief! The 
authority of parliament once diſputed, and that 
ſucceſsfully, the line of publick conduct was 
broke through, and neither government or 
people knew where to fix the boundaries of 
right and wrong. - Such was the fruit of the 
RerEAL of the STamy AcT, as you juſtly ob- 
ſerve, '** without requiring from them any re- 
* cognition of authority, the moſt raſh in- 
judieious and cowardly act that ever was done 
by any government. But who were the pro- 
curers of tlis fatal act? The flower of our 
preſent race of patriots; who art now contend- 
ing for the American rebels againſt our coun- 
try Who no move heaven and earth to have 
the reigns of government again in their hands. 
If they ſhould ſucceed aud ſtorm the cabinet 
again, I ſhould be afraid they would ſign a 
CHARTA BLANCA for the SainTs of Bos rox 
to rule not only all America but GREAT BRI- 
rA itſelf ere future. 
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te Upon this peace was reſtored” you ſay 
A falſe inſidious peace, only to give them time 
to meditate more miſchief ! For it ſeems © the 
« act impoſing duties payable in America, on 
& tea, paper, glaſs, painters colours, &c. 
5 revived all the former heats ; and the empire 
ce was a ſecond time threatened with the moſt 
<« dangerous ' commotions.” — Succeſsful in- 
ſurgents are always ripe for open rebellion ! 
Succeſs gives freſh courage, and acquires many 
friends! The oppoſition in America, contemp- 
tible in its firſt appearance, now became for- 
midable, contagious and univerfal! Govern- 
<ment receded again; and the parliament 
(under another change of miniſtry) repealed 
c all the obnoxious duties, EXCEPT that on 
tea.“ I think this ſecond retreat of govern- 
ment was effected under the Graftonian gene- 
ralſhip, one of the preſent defenders of the 
American faith. This exception was made 
in order to maintain a ſhew of dignity. A 
very ſhabby ſhow it was too! If the ſubſtance 
was gone, the ſhadow might as well have 
gone with it, I H 


Our commercial intercourſe with the co- 
« lonies was again recovered ; and they avoid- 
ed nothing but that tea which we had ex- 


5 cepted 


« cepted in our repeal.” So it ſeems this em- 
ty ſhew of dignity, this meer ſhadow of autho- 
rity of our legiſlature, was too much for our 
haughty Americans to bear. For they would 
not buy a pound of tea of us, if that would 
have preſerved our friendſhip, becauſe a duty 
of three pence per pound was payable on it in 
America. $0 the friendſhip of Great Britain 
was held ſo low among theſe our dear brethren, 
that they would not give three pence for it; 
though this was only an external tax, if I un- 
derſtand any meaning at all to that expreſſion. 


Now, Doctor, I could wiſh every man in 
England to read very carefully theſe two pages 
36 and 37 of your little pamphlet; for in them, 
I have plainly made you prove three things, ut, 
That every conceſſion made by government to 
American malecontents has weakened itſelf and 
ſtrengthened the hands of inſurgents! zd, 
That by repeated conceſſions and recedings in 
government, the legiſlative authority of our par- 
liament over them has been reduced to a meer 
ſhadow or vain ſhew.—3d, That this has been 
done under the direction and management of 
the preſent leaders of oppoſition, the defenders 
of American reſiſtance, rebellion, or what you 
pleaſe to call it Let me aſk you, then, ſeri- 

ouſly. 
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oüHV.-Whiat bad a ſucceeding minifity to do? 
What could they do? The ſubſtance of autho- 
rity was gone! The bare ſhadow the Americans 
were diſputing and denying.— There was no- 
thing left for them to do, but to make a for- 
mal renunciation of all juriſdition over the Ame- 
ricans for ever; or to affert authority by 
ſome real act, ſome ſign or ſymbol of power, 
to uſe the metaphyſical ſtile for once {—Which' 
part of the alternative would you have choſen,” 
if *mmiſter, at that time? Speak out, if your 
ſentiments will bear expreſſing Af you adopt 
the former part, a renunciation, you will ex- 
preſly contradict your aſſertion . in page 35, of 
the coloniſts diſclaiming all independency even at 
this time! If you adopt the latter part; what 


caſter, metliod could be taken, than to let them 
_ expreſs their allegiance byua mode of taxation 


which they had never before diſputed and on 
A commodity that no- body was under a neceſ 
fry of purctafng, bang a meer ham, dat 


all might go without? Here, then, the dif- 


pute was not between 1NTERNAL and kxrE- 
NAL. TAXATION, but againſt ALI TAXJAT WW 
whatſoever. To be ſure we, uſed them ex- 
tremely ill, to take off a ſhilling duty here, 
and lay on three · pence there, and let them 


drink tea nine-pence a pound cheaper than 
ourſelves! 


Let 


4 FT) ca aaa w— — 
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Let any impartial judicious man read theſe 
two pages of yours 36 and 37, and ſee whether 
they do not flatly contradi& your reproachful 
aſſertion in page 34 of © the reſolution we have 
« formed to exterminate them, if they will not 
« ſubmit to our judgment.” —If, they had har- 
boured ſuch an idea, they would have been 
more careful how they put their hand into the 
lion's mouth. I have no doubt, when they ſee 
the Britiſh lion rouſed, and in full exertion of 
his tremendous power, their ſubmiſhon will be 
as abſolute and unconditional as their reſiſtance 
was petulant and boundleſs. 


Hear, O Br1ToNs, and be aſtoniſhed ! the 
fame renowned Ds. Paicz, in page 36 and. 
37, upbraids the Britiſh government with 
making one conceſſion after another, giving 
up one thing, and giving up another, till they 
had nothing more to give to theſe petulant co- 
loniſts but © a ſhew of dignity,” a ſhadow of 
authority ; and, in page 34, charges the ſame 
government with a reſolution of exterminating 
the colonies ! Can any thing be more contra- 
dictory or abſurd ? Yet this Doctor Price is the 
paragon of politics, the Coloſſus of patriotiſm, 
the oracle of modern principles of liberty and 
good government. Even now the Britiſh he- 
roes, ſons of Mars and Neptune, are gone forth 
with the olive branch in one hand, to be ex- 

tended 
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tended to the American rebels, before the other 
arm hurls the Britiſh thunder upon their devoted 


lands! Is this expreſſive of a reſolution to ex- 


terminate theſe revolting Cyclopedes ls it not 
more like unto David's fooliſh ill-timed fond- 
neſs for his rebellious ſon Abſalom, ſacrificing 
his own and people's ſafety to the temerity and 
baſeneſs of-a worthleſs child ?. 


Page 38, <« The ſnare was too groſs to eſcape 
ce the notice of the colonies : They ſaw it, and 
« ſpurned at it ; they refuſed to admit the tea, 
<« and at Boſton ſome perſons in diſguiſe buried 
« it in the ſea,” 


Some men, leſs learned than Dr. Price, would 
hare called it drowning in the fea! however 
ſome people might be © diſguiſed” in their per- 
ſons, they were certainly undiſguiſed in their 
principles, by diſpoſing of other people's pro- 
perty at their diſcretion, or rather indiſcretion! 
and you can hardly wear the maſk decently 
here; for methinks I ſee the grin of approba- 
tion on your face while you archly tell the ſto- 
ry! Had our governors, in this caſe, ſatisfied 


_ « themſelves with requiring a compenſation 


from the province for the damage done; 
to be ſure they might, bur they might have re- 


quired long enough before © it would have been 


cc granted. aa" The excuſe for refuſing it is 
couchel 


fi 


(8-3 
couched in your words above quoted ; it was 
done by perſons in diſguiſe, and who muſt be 


accountable : But having hitherto proceeded 
e without wiſdom, they obſerved now no bounds 


< in their reſentment :?* the reſentment is yet 
all to come! Hitherto government has only 


ſcared them with acts of parliament, which you 
plainly confeſſed and laughed at! Loxd Hows 
and his BROTHER are now to expreſs the re« 


ſentment of the Britiſh nation; if the ſaints 


chuſe to. make the experiment ! 


With what face can you impeach the Queszc 

BILL, Which the GENERAL - ConGRESS has 
given the moſt ſolemn ſanction of to the Cana- 
dians under their hands ? — Oh ſthame! where 
is thy bluſh ?—It will now be ſeen whether © the 
e majority of the people will take the ſide of 
government as ſoon as they ſee a force ang 
« them capable of ſupporting _ them:”? the 
trial has not been made, nor can be until the 
junction of the two brothers. 5 


Page 29, ** When the bills I have mantivned 
came to be carried into execution, the whole 
province was thrown into confuſion,” I think 
the confuſion only encreaſed. 
of juſtice were ſhut up, and all government 
„ diffolyed :” they might as well be ſhut up as 
fit there to execute injuſtice, patronize rob- 


F bety, 


The courts 


i mM 


bery, and promote rebellion! *The com- 
« mander in chief found it neceaſſary to fortify 
ce himſelf in Boſton :” this part of the ſtory I 
leave to the commander in chief to explain 
and, were I the commander in chief here, he 
ſhould explain it! By the tender manner you 
touch this ſubject, it would ſeem you and your 
Yankeys have a great tenderneſs for this com- 


mander. — 


| 680 ſtrangely miſinformed were our mini- 
WM e ſters, that this was all a ſurprize upon 
ce them.. Pray who miſinformed them ?— 

Had they not one friend among all the com- 

manders _=_ governors, deputy governors, 
judges, &c. to give them the leaſt candid in- | 

formation pave They took fright, therefore, and 

& onee more made an effort to retreat, but in- 

< deed the moſt ungracious one that can well 

gde imagined.” Ah this frightening of go- 

vernment 18 the very life and ſoul of rebellion! 

Every retreat of governors before rebels is and 

muſt be very ungracious, or rather ungraceful 

and diſgraceful. Ihe reception of the conci- 

liatory propoſal was what might be expected 

from audacious rebels to ſubmitting miniſters, 

Ou I leave between you and them. © The 

ec attempt was made, the people fled immediate- 


<6 'Iy to arms and repelled the attack; I fup- 
poſe 
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poſe you mean the people LE w to arms! They 
FLED, means they RAN AWAY. | 


Page 40, A horrid civil war is com- 
menced,“ not a rebellion to be ſure! Though a 
doctor in divinity you may not recolle& the ſe- 
veral definitions of a civil war and rebellion ! A 
civil war 1 define to be a war of equal powers 
againſt equal powers of a kingdom, ſtate, or 


community. Now I cannot admit that the 


Selzer Men of Bos rox are equal to our 
King, Lokps and Commons, and their own 
VIcEGERENT, deputed by our KING, ſuperad- 
ded : whereas a rebellion is the tail, feet and 
toes rebelling againſt the head, heart and arms 
of a nation: therefore I call the Maſſachuſet's 
inſurrection a REBELLION in the worſt ſenſe of 
the word.“ How great would be our happi- 
c nefs could we now recall former times, and 
« return to the policy of the laſt reign? What! 
to theſe times when it was"faſhionable to hang 
up rebels ſpeedily, and all traitors or abettors df 


| treaſon were ſerved with the ſame ſauce? when 


ſeditious libels, in time of rebellion, were con- 
ſtrued into treaſon, - and the authors puniſhed 
accordingly, and noblemens heads were chop- 
ped off for privately countenancing rebels only 
Same page you paint the coloniſts the moſt 
obliging, condeſcending people in the world; 

F 2 | as 


. 
as giving us freely every thing we could widh 


for, and tuch more than we could have the 
face to aſk for !—Inter alia, They conſented 
that we could have the appointment of one 
44 branch of their legiſlature.” Is not here a ſmall 
miſtake ? Our kings have conſtantly nominated 
their governors without aſking their conſent ; 


but that not being the act of the whole legiſla- 
ture, we cannot be properly ſaid to do it, nor 
they to conſent to our doing it. Beſides, ſome 


governors are appointed by proprietors, without 


the intervention of king, parliament or people; 


yet we never conceived them ' exempted. from 


the authority of the Britiſh legiſlature ! By 
ec recognizing as their king, a king reſident 
t among us, and under our influence they gave 
be us a negative on all their laws.“ Very 
condeſcending! how circumſpectly this is worded, 
as if deſigned to place the CoLonits exactly on 
a footing with Hanover ! Certainly the people 
of that electorate recognize as their King a 


Kins reſident among us, and thereby give us a 


negative on all their laws, as fully as you ſeem 
to allow the Americans to do! In ſhort, they 
ce allowed us every power we could deſire, ex- 
4 cept that of taxing them, and interfering in 
their internal legiſlation. “What a burleſque 


ä n our ſenſes as well as our national dignity!— 


They 


1.9 B 


They allowed us every power we could 


deſire, excepting SOVEREIGN JURISDICTION, 
in the leaſt degree ; that is, they allowed us 
EVERY THING, but EVERY THING !---* By 
« purchaſing our goods they paid our taxes: 


Do not French, Spaniards, Dutch, Danes, Ruſ- 


ſians, Turks, and Moors do the ſame”? * And 
«by allowing us to regulate their trade in 
* any manner we thought moſt for our advan- 
tage, they enriched our merchants, and 
helped us to bear our JIE burdens.” 


Here is PRICE confuting PRICE with a wit- 
neſs || Within the compaſs of nine lines, two aſ- 


ſertions, expreſly contradicting one another ; | 


two propoſitions, one of which being true de- 


ſtroys the other! The two laſt quoted, page 40, 


at bottom and top of page 4:. How is it poſ- 
ſible for us to regulate their trade as we think 


proper, without the power of taxing them, and 


interfering in their internal legiſlation ?—This is 


a political paradox that wants the aſſiſtance of ' 


all the brilliant genii of America to ſolve !— 
Will nothing open the eyes of deluded 
Britons to fſee the diſingenuity of co- 
loniſts and there advocates here:“ They 
* fought our battles with us,” Ifay we fought 
their battles for them; while they mutinied 
among themſelves, with the ſcalping knife 

hang- 
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hanging over their heads! They gloried in 
ce their relation to us,”---Well they might! 
& All their gains centered among us; This 
wants proving.---+<* And they always ſpoke of 
4 this country, and looked to it as their home“ 
Did they indeed? Then it is a ſorry bird that 
—its-own neſt! 


Page 41, What a picture you draw of our 
conduct, and call out Vile policy. What 
c + ſcourge is government ſo conducted?“ 
If ſome people here at home had felt the 3 
of a ſpirited dignified government in due time, 


- it is the opinion of many good moderate people, 


the viper diſcontented ſedition would never have 


grown up into hydra rebellion, and reared its 


ſerpentine creſt ſo high in our remote provinces, 


devouring with its inſatiable maw, every thing 


that is valuable in thoſe parts! · Had we never 
« deſerted our old ground.”---We never have, 


unleſs by giving up too much ground to 
them! | 


6 Had we nouriſhed and favoured America, 
« with a view to commerce, inſtead of con- 
* ſidering it as a country to be governed: 


Indeed we have nouriſhed a ſnake in our boſom 
theſe 150 en which has been gnawing our 


vitals, 


of 


L 


11 
vitals, and is now ſtinging us to the heart; we 
no doubt, did it © with a view to commerce,“ 
but have been diſappointed, for they have car- 
ried their commerce elſewhere, and we have 
found by fad experience, it is not a country to 
be governed by the mild Jaws of this king- 
dom; that they are an ungovernable company 
for whom our government is not a ſcourge 
ſufficient for their baſeneſs, ingratitude and 
their crimes.---Therefore they are obliged to- 
give the ſcourge into the hands of military go- 
yernors, to laſh into the coloniſts: juſt ideas of 
GREAT BRITAIN'S power and dignity !---+ With 
«. their increaſe, our ſtrength would have in- 
« creaſed.” How can that be? When accord- 
ing to your own calculation, with their increaſe, 
our ſtrength has decreaſed ; if running in debt 
and inability to pay, can be called decreafing in 
ftrength, which circumſtance you have taken 
abundance of pains to prove, ſo as to place 
this nation in a ſituation inferior to the Ameri- 
cans at this time ! What then muſt be the con- 
ſequence ? If the former policy ſhould be con 
tinued, they riſing in wealth, ſtrength, com- 
merce, arts, freedom, and independency ; and 
without ſharing the weight with us of that enor- 
mous load of debt, which you and Co. are 
{triving to lay wholly on our ſhoulders, under 
which you fay we are ſinking, without your 
phart- 
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phariſaical American brethren touching it with 
one tip of their finger. 


« A growing ſurplus in the revenue might 

4c have been gained, which invariably applied 

« to the gradual diſcharge of the national debt, 

« would have delivered us from the ruin with 

« which it threatens us.” — Ah! theſe rogues of 
miniſters always find other uſes for the ſurplus 
(growing ever ſo much) to think of applying 

it invariably to the ſacred purpoſe of diſcharging 
the national debt! They have ſo many parteners, 
and I hardly know an eminent patriot now flou- 
riſhing at the head of oppoſition, who has not 
come in for ſhares, though not equal to their 

' wiſhes or expectations! Hinc ille lachryme. But 
feriobſly if we may judge of fifty years to comes 
from what has actually happened the laſt fifty 
years, and which you have proved to have hap- 
pened ; ſo far ſrom a gradual diſcharge, we had 

I! all the reaſon, in the world, to fear a very ra- 
I - pid increaſe of the national debt; things con- 
©  tinuing:in their former ſituation, undiſturbed by 
N. the preſent quarrel; ſo as to encreaſe from 140 
| to 280 millions, if ſtockjobbers, Jews, Dutch, 
4 and all the uſurers of Europe, could be enticed, 
by large doceurs, to truſt our miniſters with 
{ their money to that amount ! At all events, 
what could we borrow, they could help us to 


ſpend, 
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1 
ſpend, and when we could neither beg nor bor- 


row more for their uſe; : good by to us then | 


as now. 


9 Perhaps, in time, we might alſo have been 
« brought to ſee the neceſſity of carefully watch- 
« ing and reſtricting one proper credit: That 
the Americans. would have done for us ; with a 
vengeance, as mentioned juſt now! We all 
ſee the neceſſity of it now ! But how is it to be 
effected The immenſe debt but juſt contracted 
in fighting for the Americans, muſt, without 
time to breathe, be increaſed in fighting againſt 


them! It is impoſlible-to attempt a reduction of 


the national debt, until we have nobly effected 
a reduction of American rebels to a ſenſe of 
their any and true intereſt ! ® Pt 


But I am forgetting a ode that you 
have done often Doctor, in the courſe of. theſe 
lucubrations, and what is common to people 
of bad memories, contradicted yourſelf too: 
As divines are good at reconciling, contradic - 
tions; J long to ſee your ingenuity in that 
way. N 517 2 


Page 42, Old countries conſiſt generally of 
three claſſes of people; a GENTRY, A YE0- 
G „ MANRY, 
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«© MANRY and a PEASANTRY.”—What is there 
 noNOBILITY in England? Are youlikeold Crow. 
as much againſt TxMeoRaL as SPIRITUAL 
Loxps ? How came you, like the wiſe men of 
Gotham . to, forget yourſelf and brethren ? 
Which of the three claſſes does the clergy 
range in? Are all the clergy, biſhops, deans, 
deacons, arch deacons, prebends, reQors, vi- 
cars, curates, &c. of one of theſe claſſes, 
and which of them? Which of theſe three claſſes 
is to be honoured with the company of the diſ- 
ſenting clergy of many, very many denomina- 
tions? 


« The colonies conſiſt only of a body of 
« yeomanry, ſupported by agriculture, and all 
e independent, and nearly upon a level :” 
What no diſtinction of rank and degree? 
How come we to hear ſo much of the Honour- 
able John Otis and Thomas Cuſhing, John 
Hancock, and Thomas Adams, the Honours 
able the members 'of the Congreſs, the Right 
Honourable the Preſident of the Continental 
Congreſs, &c. their Excellencies the Generals 
Lee, Waſhington, Putnam, Arnold, and others? 
perhaps they are heaven born generals, not 
made by the hands of men! Why then earthly 
| titles to n er We ſeem more. 
047 Z dope 
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over they are all maſters and miſtreſſes no ſer- 
vants, but negroes whom they conſider as 
their cattle! *All independent and nearly 


« upon a level!“ Ay this is old Noll's levelling 


independent principles revived again “ Such 
e an increaſe was, I believe, never before known. 
« It demonſtrates that they muſt live at their 
« eaſe; and be free from thoſe cares, oppreſ- 
e fions, and diſeaſes, which depopulate and 
“ ravage luxurious ſtates.” — A molt excel- 
lent demonſtrative invincible reaſon, Why they 
cannot and ought not to contribute the leaſt 
mite to the ſupport of that power, which has 
enabled them to live ſo, and protects them in 
that happy ſtate ! Alas Doctor, you often prove 
too much for your clients. 


Page 43,---After deſcanting upon the vaſt im- 
portance of the North American trade, you 
ſum up thus: And, upon the whole, it is un- 
e deniable, that it has been one of the main 
4 ſprings of our opulence and ſplendor ; and 
e that we have, in a great meaſure, been in- 


« debted to it, for ability to bear a debt, ſo 
much heavier than that, which fifty years ago, 


* the wiſeſt men thought would neceſſarily fink 


39 
„ ns; 


G 2. Here 
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Here, Doctor, I give you. fair warning, 1 


am going to attack you in your ſtrong hold, 


to ſtorm your fortreſs, and beat down, your 
caſtle about your ears, that is, in the matter 
of calculation, for which the world has given 


you ſo much credit! G o Þ knows how your 
former calculations have been, I will not im- 


peach them, becauſe, having no inducement, 


I never looked into them ; but if they were 


not founded on better W. and more 


clearly deduced than your political calculations 
and reaſoning from them, all your pompous 
calculations were never worth two-pence, and 
none but weak, ignorant men could be at all 
80 far from the colo- 
mes being the main- ſpring of our opulence 1 
they have been the 'main-ſpring of our ex- 


influenced by them 


pences and loſſes of blood and treaſure! We 


have been, indeed, indebted to them for the 


trial of our ability, but to ourſelves under Pzo- 


VIDENCE, for the actual bearing ſo heavy a 
debt, and muſt continue to bear it alone for 
you and them, or do as the wiſe thought fifty 
years ago; ſink under it, in which caſe, the 
kind and tender hearted Americans will bind 
the millſtone about our necks effeRually, to ac: 


cm the prediction b 


You 
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You ſay, © the exports to all the colonies in 
„1744 were 640, 1141. Why ſurely the colo- 
nies did not then enable us to bear a debt of ſe- 
venty millions, or thereabouts! Let us go on then 
« In 1758, they were encreaſed to 1, 832, 948 J. 
“and in 1773 to three millions.“ This is more 
than the American advocates attempted to 
make it before the Houſe of Commons by 2 or 
zoo, 04. But giving you all that you can 
aſk ; ſay three millions of exports. Will you 
ſay theſe three millions were all clear profit ? 
Surely no! How much clear profit think you 
remained to our merchants out of this ſum, 
after deducting prime coſt, charges of mer- 
chandize, ſhipping, &c. &c ?—Five per cent. 
1s reckoned good profit in the large or whole- 
ſale way but ſuppoſing they employed factors 
or agents here, to purchaſe for them, at the 
beſt hand, and allowed two and a halt per cent. 
over and above common tradeſmens profit ? 
Then there remains to the trading intereſt here 
a neat profit of 7 and a half per cent, which 
amounts to two hundred and twenty-five thou- 
ſand pounds! Furthermore, to give you all the 
ſcope you can wiſh for, ſuppoſe the imports 
ſhould yield us an equal profit (which cannot 
be admitted) then the whole benefit accruing - 
to the mercantile and trading intereſt will be 


four 
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four hundred and fifty thouſand pounds annu- 
ally. Let us further ſuppoſe that the revenue 
is encreaſed by the imports and exports at the 
rate of 5 per cent. on ſix millions, this will raiſe 
but three hundred thouſand pounds; fo the 
whole account will ſtand thus; viz. 


Profit of imports and exports on ſix million, 
at 7 and a half per cent. /. 450,000 

Duties, &c. on ſaid ſum, at 
5 l. per cent | pres 


Total 75, oooo 
to which ſum we owe, it ſeems, our ability to 
pay a debt of one hundred and thirty-ſix mil. 


lions, the intereſt whereof you have given us, 


page 67, at near four millions and an, half, ex- 
cluſive of the civil liſt, and charges of manage- 
ment ; a debt incurred chiefly, if not ſolely, 
on their account ! Upon the whole, the utmoſt 
profit we can calculate to king and people of 
Great Britain, accruing from American com- 
merce, amounts to nearly oxg six part of the 
INTEREST of the debt they have entailed upon 
us! How then is all the intereſt to be paid, much 
more the principal ? Will you, after. this, ſet 
yourſelf up for a calculator on abſtruſe ſub- 


jects, when you expoſe your ignorance before 


every acute ſchoolboy I have made you large 
allow- 
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allowances every way; ſtrict numbers from the 
Cuſtom-houſe books, reckoning bounties and 
drawbacks, &c. would greatly reduce our ac- 
count; but I ſtudy liberality and candour in 
the diſpute.— In this account I except the inland 
duty on tobacco, which being an exorbitant 
tax upon ourſelves, and neither paid by Ame- 
ricans nor other foreigners, it cannot be called 
a profit to the nation on their commerce, unleſs 
foreigners paid the ſame duty with us. To re- 
move your fears on that account, you may de- 
pend upon it, the ſame revenue will accrue to 
government on tobacco, come from wha- quar- 
ter it will, and money will bring it from ſome- 
where:<Paſe 51, in a note, you give à pom- 
pous account of the payments into the Exche- 
quer of the duties on tobacco; viz. 219,17 /. 


for fiye years together, at the ſame time tell us 
four-fifths of the tobacco is exported again to 
France, Germany, and other countries : with- 


out ſaying one word about the great DRawBAck 
of the revenue on ſuch goods, ſo as to leave a 
very trifle of duty clear in the hands of govern- 


ment. I think it is not much above one half. 


penny per pound duty remains with ys.—Now 


if tobacco had paid that great duty of fix-pence 


per pound, and been ſold to foreigners in ſuch 
quantities, with that burden upon it's back ; 


this 
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this would have been a great national gain to us 


indeed, and the tobacco would have been an ar- 
ticle worth celebrating with the pen of a.Pzicx! 
How can you ſuppoſe a deduction of 309,000 /. 
from the revenue in the article of tobacco only, 
page 51,when you reckon. it only (in ſame page) 
219, 117 J. for five years together, communibus 
annis? The ſolitary year 1775, which you la- 
ment as the parting year, cannot be made a 
ſtandard, for the reaſon you give, it being the 
parting year, the Virginians and others emptied 
all their warehouſes, ſtorehouſes, &c. of traſh, 
and every ſtalk. of good tobacco, to catch the 
market while they could !—But your argument 
ſuppoſes another abſurdity, which , cannot be 
here admitted in proof, that when, we. have 
no more from Virginia and Maryland, we 
cannot import it. from . foreigners... You. may 
ſtart at the word, but I would rather en- 
courage friendly foreigners than domeſtic ene- 
mies, alias rebels; and thus, that evil is re- 


moved as ſoon as it appears. Add to this, the 


new traffic for tobacco will bring theſe foreign 
tobacco merchants to our markets for a variety 


of our manufactures, ſtaple commodities, and 


produce of our land, in exchange for their 


goods; thus it will operate in a Tetrograde way 


to what your old womaniſh fears have painted 
to s 
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In my former letter I have touched lightly 
upon your dead reckoning of our trade. Here 
I propoſe a clofer inveſtigation ; page 50 and 51, 
you ſay, Some have made the proportion of 
« our trade depending on North America to be 
e near o,. HALF. A moderate computation 
« makes it a THIRD. Let it, however, be ſup- 
4 poſed to be only A FOURTH. I will venture 
« to' ſay, this is a proportion of our foreign 
« trade, the loſs of which, when it comes to be 
« felt, will be found to be inſupportable.“ 
Now, Sir, left any good lady ſhould be fright- 
ened with this dreadful denunciation of Ame- 
rican vengeance, and thereby rendered incapa- 
pable of following you and me, through the 
minute diſcuſſion of this very important buſi- 
neſs; I will, to anticipate her fears and your 
threatenings, ſuppoſe the whole of your pro- 
poſition. to be ſtrictly and inconteſtably true; 
[ deny your inference, that the © loſs will be 
* found, inſupportable !'— Your propoſition 
ſuppoſes Nor TH AMERICA to be loſt to GREAT 
BriTAIN.;z conſequently her whole trade with 
us, namely, one-fourth of our general com- 
merce : be it ſo! Then I humbly conceive we. 
ſhould loſe the immenſe expence of ſupporting, 
and defending that vaſt continent againſt all the 
maritime powers. I hope you will give me this 
part of the argument without any further proof, 


for it needs none: but what this expence can 
H be 
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be ſixed at will be the main difficulty! J will not 
go about the buſh as you do with your halts, 
thirds, and quarters! I will fix it at once, and 
prove it, if you call on me for it, that in loſing 
Nor TH AMERICA and her TRADE, &c. we 
ſhall be immediately freed from one HALF of 
our national EXPENCEs : What a lightening to 
the ſpirits of true Ba1Tows | The calculation is 


as plain as the noſe on your face.—Our national 


expenditure ſuppoſe four millions, the income 
the ſame ; we loſe one million, being the fourth 
part of our income ; by the ſame revolution we 
are freed from an expence of two millions a year, 
being one-half of our general expenditure ; it 
follows, we become richer by one million a 
year; that is, we fave that million annually ; a 
ſaving ſufficient, with good ceconomy and inte- 
grity in government, to pay a great part of the 
national debt. Having thus taken the ſting out 
of your frightful bugbear of the loſs of trade, 
I now venture to take a nearer view of it; and 
think by this time, no tender delicate lady will 
be afraid to accompany me to examine this lion 
of your's whether he has any teeth or claws? Or 
whether it is a lion, or only a chimera of your 
own to frighten children: Vou modeſtly com- 
pute the North American trade only a FOURTH 
oF THE WHOLE, the loſs of which you“ ven- 
* ture to ſay will be found thay + woos - —_ 

| [ would 
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I would avoid repeating any thing I have faid in 


my former treatiſe: menen that is concluſive 
n 69218 e 


When! take a curſory ſurvey of this great 
METROHPPOLISs and its populous ENVIRONS, I 
cannot help venturing a conjecture, that the 
ſum total of its internal traffickx amounts to one 
million a day, of which the actual manufacture 
from raw or rough materials muſt ariſe to a con- 
fiderable proportion. This million a day comes 
to, at leaſt, three hundred millions per annum, 


allowing for Sundaye, highdays, and holydays, 


throughout the year. Further; I conſider Lox- 
dor and SUBURBS. only as one ſeventh part 


of GREAT BRITAIN, and circumjacent iſlands, 


in real ſubjection to the legiſlature; conſe- 
quently the internal traffick and manufactures 
of GREAT BRITAIN, including as above, muſt 
be two thouſand one hundred millions of pounds 
in a year ! But, for argument ſake, let us take 
but the leſſer half, viz. ONE THOUSAND. MIL- 
Lions, the aggregate ſum of all the internal 
traffick of this buſy iſland and appendages! 
Do you think the efflux, the external ſuper- 
fluous foreign part of this trafhick will amount 
to no more than TWELVE 'MILLIONs, the 
whole of our exports?—American, the-vaſt im- 
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portant American trade included! If you can 
conclude in the affirmative, I will venture ano- 
ther bold conjecture, that is, this happy land 
can do without the twelve millions, or any fo- 
reign. trade at all; ſaving only the keeping on 
foqt our wooden walls to guard us againſt 
all foreign invaſions. What can twelve mil- 
hons of foreign commerce do for a nation con- 
fiſting of eight or ten millions of people In 
ſhort your boaſted. American trade of three mil- 
lions annual, I will pronounce to be not one 
twentieth part of our whole foreign commerce, 
and will refer to the beſt ſtandard that can be 
found, viz. the Cuſtomchonſe books compared 
with the merchants books, who made the en- 
tries of the ſeveral merchandizes'!---Fill: that 


uſed ; let us, at prefent, only compare your 
account of the ſinking. fund with your Ametican 
proportion. In your. calculation page 68, -you 
make the neat produce of the ſmking fund 
2,6010,7594. on an average for five years to- 
gether ; page 69, you make it in the year 
1775 to amount to' two millions nine hundred 
thouſand pounds, and this at a time when the 
mandates of the congreſs had nearly had their 
full operation upon the coloniſts, in withhold- 
ng their COrmRcree from us, and diverting it 

| into 


2 

into other channels; and even our acts of pars 
lament had concurred to enforce theſe orders 
of the congreſs. From which ſtate of the caſe 
I infer, what you cannot diſprove, that our 
ſinking fund could not yield ſuch a large ſum 
out of a traffick, the aggregate ſum-whereof 
was only twelve millions; for this would be 
nearly 25 per cent. on the whole, beſides per · 
quiſites, ſalaries, and other expences of col- 
lecting, &c.---Secondly, if the American trade 
conſtituted one fourth of the whole, then our 
exports that year, muſt be only nine millions, a 
little more or leſs ; and inſtead of the ſinking 
fund riſing three hundred thouſand pounds, it 
ſhould, according to your own reckoning, have 
fallen fix hundred and fifty thouſand pounds 
below the average above-mentioned, that is 
the ſmking fund ſhould have been leſs than two 
millions by fiſty thouſand pounds, the account 
more conciſely thus by Dr. Price. 


| General traffick twelve millions for five years, 


produces duty annually - - . 2,600,000 
North American trade one fourth,þc- we) 
ing 3 millions, withdrawn - - - 650,000 
Leaves our trade only nine millions, 
producing three-fourths duty - - — 
| £+1,959,900 


the 
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the neat produce according to your ſtate of 


the caſe, whereas we find you reckoning it, 
page 69, one million more, a ſmall | miſtake 
for ſuch! a renowned calculator as Dr. Price, 
(who has calculated for all the provident ſo- 
cieties in London, and calculated ſome of them 
out of their ſchemes, and others almoſt out of 
their ſenſes, the ſtandard of all politicks and 
calculation) I am ſure if the propheſying fit 
had been as ſtrong upon you, in January 1775, 
as it was in January 1776, you would have pre- 
dicted this identical fall of the ſinking fund, as 
poſitively as any other of your oracular pre- 
dictions ſo n poured e in Tour ob- 
ſervations. 


T — as if fate l had decreed ak your 
Delphick prognoſtications and calculations, a 
rumour prevails till more deſtructive of all 
your lucubrations, phyſical, moral, civil, poli- 
tical, and arithmetical; that the ſinking fund, 
during the quarter from Chriſtmas to Lady- 
day laſt, has mounted up to an amazing height, 
at the time when we were actually feeling the 
total loſs of that proportion of trade, wiuch you 
venture to pronounce inſupportable When 
all intercourſe and commercial connections be- 
tween the North Americans and us, was ſtopped 


by the mutual declarations of war of. our au- 
guſt 
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guſt legiſlature, and their new ſtarted muſhroonr 
lords -I have heard it whiſpered,” that during 
this gloomy period, the commencement of the 
total loſs of North America, our duties amounted 
to the prodigious ſum of nine hundred and 
ſixty thouſands of pounds, which, if continued 
through the year, will make the ſum total 
THREE MILLIONS eight hundred and forty thou- 
ſand pounds, which by a very ſmall gradation, 
might yield Four MILL1oNs! But I will not 
anticipate national proſperity with that avidity 
with which you antidpate national ruin, deſtruc- 
tion, diſgrace, and deſpair. Time only can 
clear this point up—but ſo far as we have gone, 
| have you faſt. 


Having now detected you in the moſt groſs 
errors in your calculations, and that not in 
little matters, but in the great eſſential concerns 
of the nation; and made it plain and eaſy to 
be underſtood by common underſtandings ; 
what may the public judge of your more ab- 
ſtruſe intricate calculations which few can under- 
ſtand, and fewer care to take the pains to exa- 
mine and elucidate ? Look at your calculations, 
page 71 and 72 of expences, &c. and correct 

your errors. It is enough, you are proved ex- 
ceedingly erroneous in your great calculations, 
as well as fallacious in your reaſoning on the 

prin- 
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principles of - liberty and government, and ig- 
norant of the political intereſts and civil rights 
of ſocieties. 


The raſh. approbation of the Common Coux- 
iL of Loxpow, can, no more ſanctify your 
errors, blunders, and contradictions, to yourſelf 
and common ſenſe, than the Council of Trent 
could ſanctify all the popiſh legerdemain of tran- 
ſubſtantiation, papal infallibility, &c.— On the 
contrary, it has brought upon your work, the 
keen eye of criticiſm the more intenſely; 
many able judges being thereby rouſed to ſee 
the man's performance, whom the Crr v of 
Lonpon ſo eminently delights to honour--- who 
otherwiſe would have overlooked and negleQed 
your obſervations. 


It happened extremely, lucky, for you, when 
the motion was made in your behalf, there 
was a junction of all the different parties the 
Wilkite faction had been ſplit into! The Saws 
PRITES;; the CROMNWELLITEs, the Town- 
SENDITES,. the HoxniTEs,, the Hivites| and 
the Febufites, all harmoniouſty united with: the 


WIIEI TES to croun you AUTHO &' EAUREAT! 


te the General Congreſs and all the forces of 
American: Raebult. There was no oppoſition but 
N few; who being unprepared for fach an 


unecXx- 
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unexpected and indeed unprecedented queſtion; 
Wanted only a few days time, to inform them- 
ſelves of your merit, or demerit, and to conſult 
their reaſon and common ſenſe; which time 
could not be granted To be ſure your party 
of the common council men are good patriots, 
good politicians,” good eriticks and very faithful 
ſtewards of the publick money; or they could 
not have money ſo at command to reward pri- 
vate merit in ſich a public ſubſtantial way, and 
do it in ſuch a ſhrewd, judicious,” deliberate, 
and commendable manner !---What a pity it 
was, that among all their own bright heads ; 
ALDERMEN, Dzrevtys, Lord's Mayors 
CHaPLains, SHERIFF's CHAPLAINS, (near 
relations of theſe dignified heads), they could 
not muſter one good head-piece fit to wear the 
Civics Crown, and reap the univerſal ap- 
plauſe of his' felow-citizens, but muſt adopt a 
meer ſtranger, franchiſe a PRESBTTERIAx 
ParsoNn, a'SeorTrsn'Doctor of 'DrviniTY 
to run away with the city prize! Proh! dolor! 
As they have given you a" box worth 50 
guineas, for kicking” up à duſt to blind their 
eyes; I hope the leaſt they can offer me for 
laying the duſt, opening their eyes and reſtor- 


ing their fight, will be an elegant Gol p Cove 


of 100 guineas value: I mention a cup, in 
time, I think. it of inSnitely more uſe 
1 than 


| 
| 
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than a box, both for exhilerating the ſpirits, 
'ye-invegorating - the conftitution and edifying 
the mind, and peculiarly adapted to the necel- | 
ſities of us LITERATY Who write RO BONO 
\ Pv3LIco—frequent'y--under a preſſure of the 
ſpirits, ariſing from the 99 plagues of an empty 
purſe.— Hang this Ds an Swarr for bringing 
up the cuſtom of long digreſſions, but con- 
ſidering the ſubject and object of it, I hope it 
will be excuſed -Methinks I return a little 
refreſhed with the bare idea of a 27 of hon 
.conſolation. ! * 


— 4 ol 9 
e EI * — — ot L A 
my 1 ox 44% & XL — — — 
= 


: 
£4 
1 
4 
2 
$ 
2 
l 

| 


— —ä——— — — 


— — 


—— — 


— * * : od * 2 * * - « * * 4 7 "= if 31 
Fr A OT ET ee. 2d. Site: 


r — 


« This ;nelimable prize, and all the ein 

& tages connected with America we are now 
| « throwing away. Experience alone can ſhew 
_&, what calamities muſt follow. It will, indeed, 
= & be a(tonidhing+} if, this kingdom can bear ſuch 
.2,loſs without dreadful conſequences.” —Aſto- 
E niſhing as it may be, Doctor! this kingdom 
bears it up bravely. and thrives with it too 
though we are now feeling all the real ef- 
fects, yet We are ſo. unteeling as not to believe 
ane word of all the dreadful train of conſe- 
„ eee Foretells with ſuch certainty. 
+/+ The empire diſmembered and expoſed; 
<'the blood of thouſands ſhed. in an uririgh- 
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* tooms quarrel; our ſtrength exhauſted, our 
W Rang * our manufacturers 
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* ftarving, our debts increaſing, ..the- reyenug 
« ſinking, the funds tottering, and all the 
« miſeries of a publick bankruptcy impending,” 
Excepting the firſt of theſe, and its neceſſary 
conſequence, à temporary expence which you 
judge to be the cauſe; of all the reſt, all the 
other evils, are moved. further from us than 
before, particularly, the revenue, ſo far from 
linking, as, foretold by you, has mounted up to 
ſuch an amazing height, that from this very 
gloomy. period. of your prophecy, I think the 
name of it ought to be exchanged from the 
SINKING Foxp, to the RisixG Fuxp: This 
moſt excellent barometer ſufficiently diſpells all 
the clouds and thunder ſtormg you have raiſed 
in our political hemiſphere, ſpreading an Unex- 
ampled face of calm ſerenity over Britiſh affairs! 


6 At fk 4 a criſis ſhould our "natural enemies, 
op eager for our, ruin, ſeize the opportunity. 
«TVS; apprehenfign | is. too diſtreſſing. » —Alas, 
poor Doctor! Cannot bear the, ſight, even at 
this Ae But let me recal your attention a, 
little more A word 1 in your ear, Doctor! Be- | 
tween you, and me; Lam, not ſo much, afraid 
of our NATUR as Our, UNNATURAL enemies, 
the Americans, : and our. yet more UNNATURAL, 
enemies the Taalxoks here among ourſelves, 
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who have fown the ſeeds of rebellion, nouriſhed 
and cheriſhed it, to its preſent formidable ſtate : 
theſe unnatural enemies ſeem much more eager 


than our natural enemies, to ſeize every op- 


portunity, of carrying on their rebellious war, 


in a more unnatural, inhuman, and barbarous 


manner than thoſe you are fo diftreffingly ap- 
prehenſive of.—Even your coadj utors, advocates 
for Americans, have boaſted, not very ſparing- 
ly, of a SECRET TREATY carrying. on, and in 
great forwardneſs berween theſe two ſorts of 
ENEMIES NATURAL and UNNATURAL 3 ; and 
nearly concluded, had it not been for ſome 
good nature, honour, juſtice, and found policy, 
pregnant in the former, which the latter ſeem 
wholly deſtitute of. PE. 
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« Let us view the ſubject in another light.” — 
A ſo. we will —Suppoſe © our natural enemies, 
« eager to ſeize the opportunity” -Of what ? 
of attacking us? Where ?—Do you think they 


will come here Not all the French king's 


rhetorick, backed by that of his ſouisd'ors, 
could perſuade an army of Frenchmen to land 
here, and venture their carcaſes upon ſuch a 
hazardous, fruitleſs, exploit What then ?— 
They will attack our dear tender I6xely babes, 
the coloniſts, theſe dutiful engaging children, 
on 
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on whoſe account we have always been fo Tors 
and vulnerable. Why, you know what can't 
be cured muſt be endured; and a vifit from'our 
natural enemies might, by à wholeſome cha- 
ſtiſement, of which we ourſelves ' may be too 
ſparing, bring back our, unnatural enemies to a 
more natural ſenſe of things; when, perhaps, 
the reſtoration of GEORGE III. to the coLo- 
x1Es, might be as acceptable and joyful an 
event, as even that of the sxconD CHARLES 
was to Engliſnmmen!— But I have a much 
better - propoſal to make to our governors: 
which, perhaps, they will reject with as much 
diſdain as they did your calculations, that is; 
As Canada is a popiſh- country and cannot con- 
veniently be governed by a proteſtant govern» 
ment, without going into a very dangerous 
practice of eſtabliſhing Popery by Law, as the 
RULING RELIGION of large provinces, I 
muſt frankiy own, that ToLERAT IO is all that 
a PROTESTANT LEGISLATION. ought to grant 
to Nou AN CATHOLIcERS; and even VoLER a 
TioNn itſelf ought to be handed very (paringly 
to a ſort of people, whoſe radical principles are 
intolerant and difloyal to all Hereticks whatſo-' 
ever; and where a popiſh people continue peace- 
ful and loyal to proteſtant princes, it is either 
through a want of opportunity, or owing to a 

violence 


. 


violenee done to their own ruling principles; 
that is, ſo far as they are peaceable, they devi- 
ate from the ſpirit of popery.— Now this being 


mme caſe, and we having made the coloniſt 


ter men than ourſelves by retaining ſuch an 
extenſive trac of land, meerly, as à ſaſeguard 
and a bulwark to them againſt Freuch and Indi- 
ans. Let CANADA be reſtored to it's original 
owner, under a good deſcriptive geographical 


boundary line. I will anſwer for it, at the ha- 


zard of my life, that there will not be a fingle 


regiment of rebels in all North America that 


day twelvemonth the ceſſion is ratified. And 
this is much better than our flghting and 


killing them, and theyous,'- and is agreeable to 


ſcripture doctrine. % by right band efend 


. 6'thee, cut it , ſor it it heiter to enter into! lie 


4 maimed, tban is go into perditioi xu ui thy 
& members.” Ergo, it is better to cut off our 
leſt· handed member, CAN ADA, than to loſe our 
whole American empire. Furthermore, this will 
be the mcans of conciliating the French, from 
being our natural enemies, to be our cordial 
friends; and if they cannot ſpare money ta pay 
us for this grand reſtitution, certainly: they will, 


very readily, make us ample conceſſions in 


trade here at home, to compenſate us ſor our 
voluntary loſs. If ve can ſubſtitute a hearty 
| friend- 
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friendſhip; in the room of an inveterate en- 
mity, between us and the French, what a great 
acquiſition would that be to us! Upon that con- 
dition I ſhould not make the leaſt ſcruple of 
conſcience of giving them up that empty title 
of King of Francs, which we bear with ſuck 
an awkard figure. Now I have made ſome 
quotations; from ſcripture, I will go on to quote 
a little more, viz. Paul's epiſtle to Romans, 
ch. 13. vers 1. and 2. Let every foul be fubyett- 
unto the higher powers, For there is no porber but 
of God : the pawers that be, are ordained of God. 
Whoſoever therefore re/i/teth the power, re/fetth 
the ordinance of Gd: and they tat reit, ball 
receive to themſelves damnation! I am afraid 
St. Paul was a high churchman, and a rank: 
tory, and Doctor Price is an eminent political 
diſſenter from him, and a ſtaunch whig. Pray 
look back to page 9, I am ſenſible that all I 
* have been ſaying would be very abſurd, were 
the opinions juſt which ſome have maintained 
concerning the origin of government. Ac- 
“ cording to theſe opinions, government is not 
« the creature of the people, or the reſult of a 
convention between them and their rulers: 
« but there are certain men who poſſeſs, in- 
1 depentdently of the will of the people, a right 
governing them, which they derive tram 
the Deity.” 


What 
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2 What a ſtrange. opinion had Paul of the 
origin of government, to expreſs. himſelf in 
the very terms, which our learned Doctor 
pointedly condems; for there is no power b of 
God, the power: that be are ardained f God ! 
* This doctrine has been refuted by many ex. 
cc cellent writers.” Truly great, Doctor! Had 
I wrote ſo in flat contradiction to the apoſtle 
Paul, in ſupport of Legiſlative Authority, you 
would have called it profaneneſs, licentiouſneſs, 
and blaſphemy But Divines only have a right 
to contradict Divines, and themſelves and com- 
mon ſenſe !---Let- it be remembered too, that 
St. Paul is, here, inculcating ſubjection to the 
authority of that very Roman Government on the 
decline, which you call a Tactian againſt the 
liberties of mankind, comparing the Roman 
Common=zvealth with a band of thieyes or rob. 
bers, even in its beſt eſtate. Here in a note 
you quote Mr. Lock and Dr. Prieftly, and in 
your preface, you ſay © the principles on which 
© you have argued, form the foundation of 
«every ſtate as far as it is free, and are the 
* ſame with thoſe taught by Mr. Lock, and all 
the writers on civil liberty, who have hitherto 
been moſt admired in the country.“ 80 ſay 
all the various ſets of Cliriſtians, however oppo- 
fite, or contradictory, they all profeſs to derive 
| their 
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their authority from Scripture, and even quote 
it as their origin---Now ſeriouſly tell us, whes 


ther Mr. Lock, Dr. Prigſtley and Dr. Price are 


ſufficient to counter-ballance the authority of St. 
Paul, above quoted, and St. Peter in his firſt 
epiſtle, 3d chapter, 1 3th verſe; Submit yourſelves 
to every ordinance of men for the Lord's ſake, whe» 
sher it be to the King as ſupreme 1.14, or unto 
Governors as ſent, by him for the puniſhment of 
evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
well, And theſe two eminent apoſtles, backed 
by their Lord and Maſter's expreſs tommand, 
Render therefore to Cafar the things that be 
Ceſar's, end to God the things that be his { Here 
ler it be obſerved, that theſe three laſt quota ; 
tions manifeſtly obviate your favourite objection to 
the authority of one country over another; for in 
all theſe caſes, reference is had, to the autho- 
rity of Governors, deputed by the ſupreme legi- 


ſlature of Rome, to exerciſe juriſdiction over 


its provinces. —— Upon this topic I could en- 
large with great ſeverity ! “ It is a doctrine 
« which avowedly ſubverts Civil Liberty. — 18 
it ſo—0 then, Doctor, leave off calculating, 


and ſet immediately about giving us a new | 


tranſlation of the Bible, or elſe drive Dr. K. 
up, with his work, and help him to expunge 
theſe political hereſies, that ſo manifeſtly con- 
tradict Dr. Price's obſervations! - +. 
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- What ſhall the vulgar think when Doctor's 
Shore ? Ho ſhall they reconcile Dr. Paicx 
and Dr. P81E$sTLY authoriſed by Mr. Lock, 
with Dr. PxrER and Dr. Paul, authoriſed and 
confirmed by their Lord and Maſter. Jesus 
Cux1sT," all three afſerting, in the plaingſt lan- 
guage poſſible, the duty of one cummunity and coun- 
try paying tribute as well as yielding obedience to 
the free * of __ country l | 


| But Dr: 2 may ſay, I rite A 0 2. DI» 
VINE, hut as a POLITICIAN | O then, do as 
your leader the popular parſon of Brentford 
has done: Pull off the gown and the maſk too; 
and keep to one ſyſtem. Be either 2 peaceable 
meſſenger of Jesus CurisT, teach his dactrinec, 
inculcate his commands, and follow his example; + 
or give all up for that imaginary liberty the re- 
cent production of your brain, never thought 
of, by any of the evangolical preachers ! © every 
“% member of a free ſtate having his property 
< ſecure, and knowing himfelf his own go- 
* vernor,“ &c. Sure Doctorqyou dreamt here of 
the MILLENNIUM, When the SAINTS will reign 
with CarrsT a thouſand years !- You know, 
none but tlie Saints are fit to reign: you could 

not mean allthe wWIicx D and all the un 6oDLY, 
-who malign and perſecute the-church, the boy of 
7 wah ; you- could not mean the whole maſs 
PRINT, A of 


1 
of wicked unregenerate mortals ſhould be their 
own governors. If the preſent ſtate of man- 
kind admitted à poſition any thing like your 
doctrine, it would imply another pos ruvrlArust 
not very propitious to your order Before every 


man could be admitted his own GovERrNOR, he 


muſt be fit to be his on TEACHER, his own 


PRIEST and PROPHET, Capable of perceiving, 


reflecting, comparing, judging, and determin- 
ing, what is right and fitting to be done, at all 
times, and in all caſes, and always able and 
willing to act accordingly; in ſhort the bulk of 
mankind muſt be for ever temperate, calm, and 
wiſe ! If you have found out this great Dz$1DE- 
RATUM,. I give you joy; but at the ſame time, 
muſt inform you, it ſweeps down the whole 
fraternity of TEACHERS, PREACHERS, DOCTORS 
and BATCHELOKS of DIVINITY,the whole tribe 
of IE ATS and DEACONS; FRELATES and pUB- 
Lick 'oR&TORrS; it renders them all uſeleſs and 
cumberſome to ſociety. Let me tell you as a 
friend, alt theſe abſurdities, religious; civil, po · 
ktical and moral, you have run into, for want 
of that inveſtigation of the origin of all govern- 
ment, from its firſt rude uncultivated ſtate to its 
preſent adult ſtate and magnitude, in the vari- 
ous forms up and down- on the face of the 
earth, which J hinted in my firſt letter, and 
for want of taking NATURE, EXPERIENCE, and 
K 2 COMs 
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COMMON SENSE, for your guides, you have 
run into more political errors and abſurditics 
than you can meet with in any hook of the 
ſame ſize. | 


This inveſtigation I mean. to attempt by yay 
of illuſtrating of what I have already advanced, 
Who do you think, Doctor! was the FixsT 
XING, or governor upon earth ?—Who could 
it be but Apam ? Was his kingſhip or govern- 
ment the creature of Man, 'or of the Dirv? 
did he receive his authority from his maker, or 
of man? In the firſt chapter of Geneſis, 28 
verſe, it is thus written, And God bleſſed them, 
and God [aid unto them, be fruitful and multiply, 
and repleniſh the earth and suo ir and have 
DOMINION over the fiſh of the ſea, and over | the 
fowl of the air, and over EVERY LIVING THING 
that moveth upon the cartb. Here I think we 

find a full unlimited dominion given by imme- 
diate divine commiſſion to: Adam (and if you 
pleaſe queen Eve) to ſubdue and have dominion 
over every living thing! Do you think the 
Deity, by a mental reſervation, intended Adam's 
future progeny, ſhould be excepted, and ex- 
empted from his dominion and juriſdiction; 
or that they were to rule him ?. Vou will hardly 
diſpute Adam's ſoyereignty during hig life! As 
the hiſtorian is very ohſcure, ſo I cannot be 

very explicit concerning. his immediate ſuc · 

| ceſſors, 
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eefſors, until another remarkable krocha, 
namely the FL oO. When Noan found him- 
{elf and family floating in the ark, upon that 
deluge, which had drowned all his cotempo- 
raries; he certainly was KIxd in his own at, 
the work of his own labour and induſtry; and 
upon his going forth into the world again, he, 
who, by divine direction, had been the pre- 
ſerver, as well as progenitor of his family, cer- 
tainly retaĩned a Ro. JURISDICTION over his 
poſterity, his natural ſubjects, during his life: 
and ſo the ninth chapter of Geneſis, begins 
with a freſh promulgation of the DIVINE Av. 
THORITY, much in the ſame terms as to Aba, 

4 
with additional covenants, which it is not my 
preſent bulineſs to enlarge opt: 


The next remarkable conſtitution of govern : 
ment which we can trace, ab origine, in the 
BIBLE, is that of Mos Es over the children of 
Ifracl. His commiſſion comes clearly from the 
DIVINE COMMAND Without the leaſt intervene 
tion, will, or conſent of the people, over whom 
he was placed: it is true, we call this a THE0- 
CRACY, or an inſtitution of earthly government 
under immediate divine direction, by inſpira - 
tion? Yet Mos Es was the oſtenſible x1nG, 60- 
VERNOR, Or LEGISLATOR: They had only, 
Moſes's word for his authority, backed with 

thoſe 


* 
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thoſe ſigns and wonders he wrought, in their 
fight, and for their benefit, ſome times for their 
comfort, and ſome times for their correction 
Notwithſtanding his meckneſs, temper, pru- 
dence, valour, and magnanimity, aided by Ix- 
$?PIRATION and DIVINE. POWER he found his 
taſk extremely difficult, to keep his ſubjeQs 
within decent bounds! Perhaps few gorern- 
ments of meer human conſtruction, have had 
more murmurings, diſcontents, jealoufies, heart- 
burnings, and commotions, than this very fa- 
voured people, under divine tuition, juriſdiction 
and ſovereignty : What would they have done, 
if a PRICE had. ariſen among them to ridicule 
the idea of government being a divine inſtitu- 
tion? During torty days abſence of their ſpi- 
tual vicegerent on the mount, a mutiny in the 
camp ſoon ripened into ſedition,. and apen re- 
bellion, under the guidance of his brother 
Aazox; which did not end. without ſerious 
conſequences, and plentiful Er rusiox or BLooD! 
I could allo mention Koxan, DaTHan, and 
AsmAu, and. other opponents, who all pro- 
feſſed PATRIOTISM, and the CIVIL LIBERTY of 
the people, in, oppoſition - to what they called 
the USURPED POWER of . MosEs—but they 
were ſoon ſilenced! What muſt a governor, 
not armed with ſuch divine powers have done 
with ſuch Edd patriots? | 


Josua, 
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Josnva, his immediate ſucceſſor, enters up 
on his government in the ſame manner, by 
divine authority, without the ſuffrages of the 
pcople—and ſeems to have kept Tell + as good a 
command as * 


From that time the Iſraclites ſeem to have 
deen alternately in a ſtate of anarchy, and a 
partial government of men or women, who being 
moved by the ſpirit, aroſe, occaſionally, to judge 
the people, and fight their enemies, until the time 
of Samuel, when they grew weary of this irre- 
gular anarchical ſtate, and clamoured, unani- 
mouſly, for a King and a Government like other 
nations; but ſtill, the appointment was by divine 
direction, and the people received their new 
made Ning Saul, as the Lord's anointed : And 
upon the rejecting Saul, the firſt King, and his 
demiſe, his ſucceſſor David was received under 
the ſame character of the Lord's n 4 


Solomon was alſo, by ecial appointmens, 
anointed and crowned King in David's life-time. 
I ſhall-not follow the Jews, in their confuſed, 
diſtracted and divided ſtate, but go on to con 
ſider the general account of government given 
by Daniel, during the captivity, chap. tic vel. 
an. Blefed be the name of + 


d 
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ever: for, wiſdom and might are his. — And he 
changeth the times and the ſeaſons : he rempueth 
Kings and, ſetteth up Kings, — verſe 37, Thou 
O King, art 4 King of Kings, for the God of 
| heaven, hath given thee a kingdom, pour and 

| firength and glory.—chap. v. ver. 21. and his 
body was wet with the dew of heaven, till; he 

knew that the moſt high God ruled in the kingdom 

of men, and that he appointeth over it whomſotver 

he will, —Here the divine prerogative of ſetting 

up and removing Kings is coupled with his phy: 

fical power of changing the ſeaſons and the 

times !—And the God of heaven i is faid to give 

to a heathen idolatrous Prince, a kingdom, 

power and ſtrength and glory ! Compate this 

with your own. words above quoted ! and that 

ſame Prince puniſhed in an exemplary. and ex- 

traordinary menner! zill be knew the moft high 
| | God ruled in the kingdom of men—and that he ab. 
pointeth over it whomſoever he will. Here is not 
one word of government being the creature of 
the people, or the © reſult of a convention 
& between them and their rulers; but there 
« were certain men who poſſeſſed in themſeves, 

4 independently of the will of the people, 2 
„ right of governing them, which they derived 
from the Deity.” This doctrine you fa) 
has been abundantly refuted by * many exctl- 
BL HET It is a doctrine which avowedly 
"TIT « ſubyerts 
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ſubverts civil liberty.” Does it indeed? Then 


I am afraid this civil liberty is the work of manꝰ a 
hands, the production of Doctor Priceꝰs pro- 
lific brain, a meer human invention, which can 
never ſtand the teſt, in a Chriſtian :country, 
when confronted with Adam, Noah, . Moſes, 
Jaſbua, Samuel, Suul, David, Salumon, Daniel, 
Nebuchadnezzar,. Peter, Paul, and the great 
prototype of all, Jeſis Cbriſ Therefore this 
doctrine of Docter Price being of man and not 
of divine inſtitution, muſt, come 10 e AC» 
A to pit — 


1 we Jook Paw 7 al penpbane biftory, we 
find government, regarded as the delegate of 
of heaven, to rule and exerciſe juſtice, and judg- 
ment, according to the eternal rules the immu- 
table laws of moral equity. And, inꝗęed, the 
excentricity of government from this unerring 
rule, has been the main cauſe of popular com · 
motions, which have frequently terminated in 
Revolutions, guided by the unſeen hand of Provi- 
dence, by means unknown to, and to ends unfore- 


| ſeen, by (the blind A any ares 
nne etl 
ad Sie, eee dis Alete and 
contempt you endeavour to throw upon all 
ng L governs 


LN 
government in general, and ours in particular; 
I cannot help viewing, with reverence and ad- 
miration, that very ſtately fabrick of civil govern- 
ment, our excellent unparallelled Conftitution, 
the work of many ages and generations of 
worthy men, who have been inceſſantly em- 
ployed in rearing the wonderful ſtructure, from 
its rude uncultivated foundation, to its preſent 
magnitude, height and glory! And without 
diſparagement to the many eminent builders 
engaged in this great work, I humbly conceive 
the Mater Builder of this immenſe, extenſive; 
ſplendid ſtructure, is and could be only Gal 
_ himſelf, with reverence do I ſpeak it!—Diſ- 
pute this point with me if you pleaſe, I am 
ready to go as deep into the matter as you 
will. For who could bring about ſo great, fo 
beautiful; ſo beneficial, ſo liberal and wiſe a 
plan of government, as ours confeſſedly is the 
admiration of the whole earth, but the Supreme 
Governor of the Univerſe, by whom Kings reign 
and Princes decree juſtice ? 


Oh! Would he be pleaſed to compleat that 
glorious work, which he has, ſo wonderfully, 
brought thus far, by touching the heart of our 
Sovereign with a live coal from his holy altar, to 
anable him, to diſtinguiſh good men from bad; 
and 


. 


and to call to his aſſiſtance, all the good, the truly 
great! What a glorious crowning, and finiſh- 
ing of that ſtupenduous work, ſhould our eyes 
be bleſſed with even in this generation But, 
as it now is, with all its unfiniſhed parts, its 
ſpecks, its ſpots, its imperfeCtions ; it is a glo- 
rious example, an admirable pattern, of what 
the Great Architector, may, in time, compleat for 
a good and virtuous people !/——At all events, 
our ſtately fabrick is too well founded and 
compactly built, to be puſhed down by a few 
Rebel Yankeys, who, like frogs in the ſun, have 
grown wanton and petulant, under its too benign 
influence! My ſubje& would tranſport my la- 


bouring ſoul too far, beyond its ſphere, and 


perhaps beyond the proper limits of this ad- 
dreſs, 


If Daniel and the Apgſtles could trace deſpo- 
tick heatheniſh government to the diſpoſal and 
direction of the Great Governor of the Univerſe ; 
I hope, I am not preſumptuous, in aſcribing 
our excellent Conflitution, our wonderful mode 
of government, to the ſame Author as his pecu- 
liar work; the production of his divine wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs, which, in the courſe of 
his over-ruling providence, he wills us to con- 


cry, and co-operate with him, to carry to the 
L 2 utmoſt 
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utmoſt pinnacle of 3 anti Nene 
Won. 0 entre 
ande not yay inveſtigated your 00 And 
e account“ of the ſprcie, and perhaps never 


may; yet a few curſory obſervations thereon 


thay not be altogether üſeleſß- Page 44, At 
et the Revolution, the Jpecie of the kingdom 
6 arounted; according to Davenant's account, 
& to eighteen: millions anda half.. Wellgueſſed 
indeed! 80 accurate as to half a million! Aﬀet 
all, it can be but gueffing, begging your and 
Mr. Davenant's pardon. It is an old ſaying 
ein you look in a man's face and tell what 
money he has in his pocket ?—If you cannot 
tell what one man has in his pocket; how can 
you calculate what eight millions of men; wo- 
men and children, have in their pockets, their 
bureaus, their private hoards, their ſacred re- 
pofitories and dernier reſorts ?—Arecent inſtance 
of one gentleman, dying poſſeſſed of a hundred 
thouſand hard guineas, diſtin from all his other 
property, makes a mockery of all Your diving 
into myſteries, ſo EO! 


1 : : 


3 6 From the iccess1n to the year 1772, 


« there were poineg at the Mint near 29 milli- 


5: ons of gold ;” pray. what acctss10Nn? From 
the 


C2 1 
the revolution to this time we have had four ac- 
ceſſions: which is it? —* And in ten years 
« only of this time, or from January 17 59, to 


« January 1769, there were coined eight 
« millions and an half. But it has appeared . 


lately that the gold ſpecie now left in the 
« kingdom is no more than twelve millions and 
4e an half.“ Well ſaid again! But how does 
this correſpond with your aſſertion above 
quoted? With their inereaſe our ſtrength 
* would have increaſed.” Hete is Dr. Price 
beating Dr. Price moſt ſhamefullyl Here are 
fuch grols and flat contradictions ſtaring one 
another in the face, that I am really out of 
countenance for you, and muſt cry out ſhame 
on all your implicit believers Hear, O ye 
fond admirers of Dr. Price's obſervations and 
calculations take his own word for it. 

At the revolution Great Bri- . 
tain was in poſſeſſion of ſpecie, 
to the amount of o!, . 18,500,009 
ln the year — 16th of 2 
Geo. III. even at this time, 
only about 14 or 15 millions, 
including ſilver, take the me- 
Mum x4 eta. 1 5 14,500,c08 


4 AT 


Ballance turned againſt us C. 4,000,000 
Brought 


SG 


Brought forwarl | = . TD 
Attherevoluiion we had bard- 

6 taxes, and no national 

debt, which now amounts to 


(ee Dr. Nice. page 677 4 I — 51 
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* -Ballaneeagainſ Great Büren | 
ig 1775, to what it was in 1688 C. 139,908,251 
For. the fake of uninformed readers I explain it 
thus at length; one hundred, thirty and nine 
millions, nine hundred and eight thouſand, two 
hundred and fifty- one pounds; we are worſe 


in the latter end of 1778, or beginning of 1776, 


than we were 88 years ago; and this is the 
bleſſed increaſe with which we have increaſed, 
with theſe very dutiful Americans at out 
elbow; an increaſe, ſome what like the grow 
ing of the cow's tail, ſtraight downward. | 
think it is high time to cut off this cow's tail, 


if we cannot alter it, and try whether we can- 


not grow upwards. I need not go into the 
ſmall items diſputed between our author and 
ſome of my brother anſwerers, theſe I leave to 
the clerks in offices to ſettle with him; for we 
will not differ about trifles. In a note at the 
bottom of the ſame page, the doctor reckons 
the en eurrent en * nearly the ſame 
, | «© that 
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« that it was in Cromwell's time. Was not 
the doctor here a little biaſſed in favour of that 
chief ?—Patriotiſm may be nearly reduced to 
the ſtandard of Cromwell's time. God forbid' 
it ſhould approximate nearer. As to our cur- 
rent ſpecie now being equal to the quantum 
then, I could bring whole clouds of witneſſes to 
confront the doctor, but at preſent he is ſo 
much in vogue that nothing can confute him 
but himſelf. Therefore I omit long circumlocu- 


tions about the inundation of wealth, of ſpecic, 


and bullion, being the cauſe of the high price 
of proviſions and neceſſaries of life, alledged by 
many eminent authors. I ſay then, with their 
increaſe our ſtrength has wofully decreaſed. 


O ur circulating Hecie, therefore, appears 
eto be greatly decreaſed, but our wealth, or 
the quantity of money in the kingdom, is 
greatly increaſed, This is paper to a vat 
amount, iſſued in almoſt every corner of the 
« kingdom ; and particularly by the Baxx of 
„ENGLAND.“ Jo be ſure all this ſounds very 
pretty in undiſcerning ears, but, if you had con- 


ſulted your friends in the Bank, or private 


bankers, they would have told you that bank 
notes are not money, and are never entered in 
their books as ſuch ; if not bank notes, ſurely 

bankers 
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bankers - notes, and 2 ciroulating paper, are 
not enterable as money. What a ſtrange hodge 
podge mixture have you made of ſpecie, money, 
paper, bank notes, and other paper iſſued in al- 
moſt every corner of the kingdom —ſeemingly 
with a view to confound your readers, and ſhel- 
teryourſelf from detection. Pray, what is money 

in the ſtrict ſenſe of the word; as underſtood 
5 bank directors, bankers and all remittancers ? 
May I prefume to anſwer for you in this caſe, 
for the ſake of perſpicuity? — Money, then, 
is the current gold coin of the Kingdom, gui- 
neas, half guincas, quarters, and any parts or 
multiples of guineas coined in his Majeſty's 
mint—Alfo*fflver, crowns, half crowns, ſhil- 
lings, and parts of ſhillings in the ſame way.— 
What is circulating ſpecie ? Certainly the ſame ! 
It is another term for money. —Now ſolve your 
paradox. Our circulating ſpecie greatly de- 
<« creaſed. — vos oi wealth and Money greatly 


* enereaſed. on,” 


_ 

Well OR your deftitibris of liberty-ibs 
vague, nugatory, confuſed and abſurd, as proved 
in my firſt letter; when you can be fo loſt and 
bewildered in your definitions'of money, ſpecies 


wealth, paper- currency, Kc. &. How can 


you reaſon from what you do not know? Tt 
would be waſte” of my readers time to trace 
| you 
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ou through reaſonings upon, matters undefined, 
or rather falſely defined by you,—What an 
a:nple field of cloſe animadverſion preſents 
iclelf to me in your pages 45, 46, winch muſt 
remain untouched at preſent. | 


Page 49, All know that the ballance of 

« trade with them is greatly in our favour, 
« and that this ballance is paid, partly by di- 
4 rect remittances of bullion, and partly, by 
« circuitous remittances through Spain, Portu- 
gal, Italy, &c. which diminiſh the ballance 
« againſt us with theſe countries ;*” and in a 
note at the bottom, According to the ac- 
* counts of the exports to, and imports from 
« the North American colonies, laid before Par- 
„ liament ; the ballance in our favour appears 
to have been for 11 years, before 1774, near 
&« 2 million and a half annually.” I Call upon 
you to prove this ballance in our favour, by 
ſomething more than an ip/e dixit, — We 
have admitted their exports to be three millions 
annually z if there is a ballance of one mil. 
lion and a half in our favour ; then it follows, 
their imports are only one million and a half, 
conſequently I have been much too liberal in 
my calculations in their favour, page 46, of this 
letter; but ſuppoſing it ſtrictly true; how come 
ve by theſe circuitous remittances, through Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, &c.—if our dear brethren did 
Pn on a lucrative contraband tirade with 
M theſe 
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theſe nations, in defiance . of the Navigation A? 


- — This falfifies your afſertion, of our being 


quite-unriyalled in their commerce; and veri- 


ies my allegation, that they have carried it elſe. 


where.---I could tell you anather- way by which 
ſome of this money Is e r. but ſhall wave 


it at preſent. 


Time wauld fail me to enymerate and .com- 
ment upon 'the. multitude of your culpable ob- 


ſervations; but one or two more extracts are 
too ſtriking to be paſſed over in filence, Page 50, | 
„The next foreign war, ſhould it prove half 
£ as expenſive as the laſt, will probably occa- 
£ fſion ſuch a deficiency; and bring our affairs 
_ * to. that criſis, towards which they have been 


“long tending.—But the war with America has 


a greater. tendency. to do this; and the xea- 


“fon is, that it affects our reſources, more, and 
is attended more with the danger of internal 
6 diſturbances.” — the courſe of this letter 
it is made. pretty evident, that the next foreign 
war is now placed at a much greater diſtance 
of time, by our preſent quarrel, than it would 
otherwiſe have been ; and it is.cqually evident, 
that it muſt be. owing to our extreme folly, if 
it comes half ſo expenſive to this iſland as the 
laſt; it will be a: good opportunity of trying 
their boaſted, ſtrength, and ſaving ourſelves. 


If they ſhould be indifferent in their own de: 


ſence; we a MAY. be much mere ſo. This ob- 
ſervation 


— 
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ſervation will hold good, whether this rupture 
terminates in a total revolt, or a return to their 
duty by ſubmiſlion to the leglſlattire. As to 
the American war affecting our reſources more; 
[ have already / ſufficiently refuted it, having 
ſtated it far beyond its utmoſt real limits, and 
yet proved it a very trifle in the {tale with our 
general reſources. Further, in our war with 
America our loſs is circumſcribed within very 
narrow bounds ; we can only loſe their trade, 
and ſuffer ſome ſmall interruption-m 'our com- 
merce with our Weſt India iſlands by depreda- 
tions: But in our war with FRANCE and Spalx; 
we loſt the whole commerce with theſe two 
powerful nations and their dependencies; (query, 
whether that does not amount to three millions 
equal to the American trade?) and expoſed all 
our commerce and ſhipping in every quarter of 
the globe to unſpeakable diſadvantages, dangers, 


difficulties, loſſes, and interruptions, by depre- 


dations and great expences in fitting out, defend- 
ing and ranſoming ſhips and cargoes, and en- 
tirely loſing many more; yet all theſe and more 
hardſhips we chearfully ſubmitted to, when North 


America cried out for help and protection; though 


it has long been a queſtion with me, whether 
ſome wholeſome correction would not have been 
more proper for them, to receive, and us to 


inflict, than involving ourſelves in the bottom- 


leſs gulph of their Indian quarrels. Another 
| N. rea- 
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reaſon you give of the evil tendency of the 


American war is, that it is attended more with 
the danger of internal diſturbances. —Did you 
conſider the tendency of your own obfervations 
on civil liberty, &c? Did they tend to prevent, 
or excite theſe diſturbances ? Did they tend to 


mollify os inflame the paſſions of the multi- 


tude? To reconcile the people in general to the 
ſupreme legiſlature ; or to ere a tribunal of 


| demagogues and their blind followers, the de- 


luded populace to judge and rejudge the grand 
council of the nation, and reprobate its mea- 


ſures? To draw in the un wary multitude to take 


part with inſurgents to diſtreſs the government, 
and compel its ſubmiſſion to armed rebels ? 
Say which of theſe conſequences would have 
enſued, had your lucubrations taken effect 
agreeable to their manifeſt tendency %--E hum· 
bly hope that danger is now over, and there- 
tore, not to be taken into the account of per- 
{waſives to parliamentary acquieſcence in Boſto- 
nian government. You ſhudder at the proſ- 
pect, and page 52, exclaim in capitals---A 
KINGDOM ON AN EDGE SO PERILOUS SHOULD 
THINK OF NOTHING BUT A RETREAT.—A 
retreat! Where ?--- Whither can ſuch a great 
nation as Britain retreat before rebele ?---Into 
the fea? Or under the protection of the Great 
mogul ?—A retreat—A filthy word in the cars 
of Fnglſhmen —Pity you had not conſulted 
the Engliſh drummer : he would have told you, 


no 
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no ſuch thing in the Engliſh conſtitution— This 
{-ntence is ſo big with national reproach, infamy, 
ind diſg race, it is enough to make the blood of 
every TRUE BRITON boil with honeſt indigna- 
tion at the author, who could conceive ſuch un- 
worthy ideas of the Queen/of the ſea, the arbi- 
treſs of nations, the envy of neighbours and the- 
admiration of the tohole earth ! This fingle fen- 
tence is enough to fink, in the eſtimation: of” 
Engliſhmen, a book of infinitely more merit 
than yours can lay claim to,——What an excel 
lent Roman ſenator, you would are made; 
when Rowe was invaded by a formidable ge- 
neral at the head of a great army encamped at 
her gates!,---You would never have thought of 
that admirable undaunted refolution : Nil def- 
perandum eff de Republica. You would have 
aggravated their diſtreſs, magnified the power, 
the kill, the numbers, and the wealth of the 
adverſary | You would have painted Roux for- 
lor, dejected, divided, beggared, and for 
ever ruined! You would have adviſed a RE- 
TREAT, @ ſubmiſſwn, or any terms the adverſary. 
would pleaſe to dictate.—If, in that awful CRISIS. 
of Rome. Nothing tas to be deſpairad of the. 
republick ; Suxely, GREAT Britain, at the, 


head of her fleets and armies, unrivalled an. 
the ſeas, is not to run away from an undiſ- 
ciplined mob ef inſurgents, at three, thouſand 
miles diſtance; from a detached people, who 
hold their all by her favour, munificence, arid 


pro- 


1 — 


ot” - — i122 


[ 86 ] 


protection; who owe their exiſtence to her, and 
ought to be ready to ſacrifice their all in her de- 
fence and ſupport, inſtead of lifting up the ſa- 
crilegious bloody parricidical arm to deſtroy the 
too indulgent much injured parent! O TEN. 
PORA! O Mok Es- -O Cictro ! Patriot im- 
mortal fame Couldſt thou have imagined that 
the heireſs of Rome, inheriting her liberty, dig- 
nity, and renown, could harbour, nourith, and 
cheriſh in her . boſom, yaTrIOTs whoſe ſole 
merit is, in encouraging rebel parricides to ſtab 
their country to the heart -O / ye apoſtles, 
ſaints, and angels! CagruBick. HosT! Can 
ye deign to look down, and ſee and believe? 
that chriſtian pious divines, can dedicate: their 
time, their talents, their weight, and evan- 
gelical importance, in ſociety, to the ſupport 
and defence of theſe parricides ? Can ſpeak, 
preach, and write in vindication of them; and 
afſert, that the powers that be, are Nor or- 
dained of God, that all government ſo far from 
being DIVINE INSTITUTION is the meer crea- 
ture of the PEOPLE, that is of the Mos. Whence 
it will follow, whenever this M08 fancies this 
its creature excentrick, the ſame power the 
M0B which ſet it up for its conveniency; may 
pull it down for its ſport and paſtime, and re- 
create the ſame, or new create another crea- 
ture agreeable to its goodwill and pleaſure. 
er all the bickerings of the Engliſh people, 

having 
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having made a king and legiſlature according 
to their own minds, what is this to the people 
of America? No more than to the people of 
Japan. —-See Dr. Price's ſection zd page 11, * 
where it evidently appears by his method of de- 
monſtration “that no one community can have 
« any power over the property or legiſlation of Ju 
another community, which is not incorpo» 
« rated with it by a juſt and adequate repreſen- 
tation. Then only, it has been ſhewn, is a 
6 ſtate FREE, when it is goverment by } Its own 
50 will.— 


Now this incorporation of one ſtate with 
another, by an adequate repreſentation, hap- 
pens to be a non- entity; it exiſts no where on 
the face of the globe, for Dr. Price cannot 
ſhew it us: ergo, government, the creature of 
the Engliſh people, can have no power over 
the American people, or over their creature, | 
the government of that country. How the by 
CREATURES of the people, the new made 
kings will rule their cagaToRs either in Eng- 
land or America, can only be found out by ex- 
perience, when the Doctor's admirable ſyſtem is 
carried into execution. 


——— — 


Upon the whole, Sir, your ſyſtem has the | 
air of a dream, a viſion in the night, a rererie | 
which 
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which has no foundation in nature or © 762 
ſon; rambling, incoherent, inconſiſtent; con 
tradictory in itſelf, and repugnant to our + 
ligion and laws, our liberties and deareſt rights; 
deſtructive of that excellent conſtitution, that 
Form of civil government, which has been rear- 


ing, with great {kill, labour, and affiduity, for 
-many centuries, of which we juſtly boalt, and 
all nations envy us — Under whoſe protection 
and cover, our diſtant provinces flouriſhed and 
proſpered, enjoying ſecurely every comfort of 
life, and ornament of human nature (by your 
own confeſſion) ; happy in the extreme | Until 
you and others informed them they were ſlaves, 
miſerable and abject, while they ſubmitted to 
the caſy gentle ſway of the Britiſh ſceptre.— 
Your ſyſtem, therefore, will ſoon vaniſh, and, 
like the baſeleſs fabricks of all ſuch idle dreams 
and frantick viſions, leave not a wreck behind, 
except the wreck of your n nd political 
reputation. 1 


mY 


